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Real action at last 


Despite complaints by several ethnic groups, MPs, MEPs and anti-fascist 
organisations, including Searchlight, for more positive action against 
Britain’s nazis, the lead in the end has come from the police in 
Nottinghamshire rather than the capital or Manchester. 

This follows growing criticism of Nottinghamshire’s Chief Constable, who 
has responsibility for race matters in the Association of Chief Police Officers. 
The BBC Public Eye programme on the British National Party left him look- 
ing less than on top of the situation. An indication of the new determination 
not to tolerate nazism is the recent decision to send the Director of Public 
Prosecutions the papers on the three Nottinghamshire police officers who 
turned up at a pre-Christmas fancy dress party wearing full Ku Klux Klan 
regalia in a part of the county where the British KKK has been active. 

Whatever the reason, the Nottinghamshire police have hit the nazis very 
hard indeed. Apart from the five mentioned on page 3 of this issue, an even 
bigger fish is now being held on remand in Lincoln Prison, after a police raid 
on the home of Gordon Jackson, a British National Socialist Party officer, in 
Hucknall. The police, who apparently went through the premises like a dose 
of proverbial salts, found material that has led to Jackson being charged on 
two counts of having two illegal drugs with intent to supply, the possession of 
an illegal pump action shotgun and the illicit possession of two .22 automatic 
pistols. 

A senior officer, speaking off the record, said: “We are going to make it 
clear to these criminals that there is no place for them in Nottinghamshire 
and if they break the law we will put them out of operation.” We have waited 
far too long for this kind of fighting talk. 

Flattery is always nice and Searchlight welcomes the very full apology to its 
editor Gerry Gable from the commander of Hendon police cadet training 
centre and Lord Ferrers of the Home Office, after it came to light that he had 
been banned from lecturing to the police cadets. It was alleged that “Special 
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“ 


Midlands BNP reels under dual 
attack by anti-fascists and police 


he quasi terrorist Nottingham- 
- shire and Derbyshire section of 

the British National Party is 
reeling from a series of body blows 
dealt out to them by local anti-fascist 
activists and, after some delay, an effi- 
cient police operation. Many key 
members now face charges. 


Searchlight’s intelligence team has spent 
many months working with a number of first 
class activists in the area, building up a 
detailed picture of the criminality of the local 
nazis. 

Anti-fascists should not, however, cease 
their vigilance, because there is still an active 
and potentially increasing threat from the 
British National Socialist Movement, this 
area being one of the few in which it is 
active. 

During months of painstaking and patient 
work, Searchlight in London photographed 
and monitored visiting Midlands BNP 
activists, and local anti-fascists put in long 
hours following up every lead. In the end the 
anti-fascist movement’s knowledge of the 
extreme right in the two counties was consid- 
erably greater than that of both the police and 
those people who are supposed to represent 
these areas in parliament. 


Paying the price 


The choice of key targets has proved abso- 
lutely correct. Simon Chadwick, forced out of 
his civil service job in Sheffield by the com- 
bined efforts of trade unionists, anti-fascists 
and Searchlight, has woken up to the fact that 
he cannot go on throwing his weight around 
for ever without paying the price. 

His poisonous little sidekick, Graham 
Tasker, already well known in the area for his 
vicious behaviour towards a young black 
woman and his terroristic raids wielding an 
iron bar in the dead of night, is also now 
finding there is a day of reckoning. 

Brothers Adrian and 
Steven Bellshaw from 


mire while James White, 
from Hucknall, 


Donaldson, who is now liv- 
ing in Derbyshire, faces the 
courts in Blackpool on a 


Nottingham. 
Matters came to a head order as 


increasing number 


elderly parents. Over the past months people 
have been assaulted with iron bars, bricks 
thrown at windows, cars damaged and Ku 
Klux Klan crosses burned. 

After the Mansfield police allowed a 400- 
strong Blood and Honour concert to go ahead 
before Christmas, the nazis thought they had 
been given the green light to attack people in 
broad daylight and a number of nazis attacked 
a peaceful paper sale in Mansfield. 
Chadwick, Tasker and the Bellshaw brothers 
were all arrested and were due back in court 
in Nottingham on 22 February. 

The police conducted extensive raids on 
their homes and are thought to have gathered 
almost as much intelligence on their activities 
as we have. Police enquiries appear to be con- 
tinuing and have spread beyond Nottingham- 
shire and Derbyshire. 

A Mansfield police officer whose son, 
Tony Roy, is a very active BNP member has 
changed station. While this represents abso- 
lutely no slur on the officer’s character, 
Searchlight believes he was finding it increas- 
ingly difficult to handle local BNP activities 
with his son regularly under his roof. 

James White and a gang of 15 to 20 local 
nazi skinheads and others have been conduct- 
ing a reign of terror against anybody in the 
Hucknall area whom they deem to be the 
wrong colour or an active anti-fascist. People 
have been threatened on the streets and in 
local pubs. Two local anti-fascists were pur- 
sued to their home, where a gang of nazis 
proceeded to smash all the windows with 
bricks and bottles and threatened to kill them. 
They also received a stream of death threats 
over the telephone. 

At the beginning of February White and his 
cohorts attempted to attack young anti-fas- 
cists conducting a street activity, When an 
angry crowd gathered and threatened him for 
giving fascist salutes, White was relieved to 


be rescued by the police. At the police sta- . 


tion, however, White found himself being 
intensively questioned about threats to kill 


vansteut ae sep i  EXG@Hent day of action in 


another THE BNP maintains a strong and 
street active thug, has also active presence 
become acquainted with Midlands, and this is due in no 
the inside of a police sta- Small part to the dedication and 
tion recently. Blood and 4ard work of the Mansfield and 
Honour boss Ian Stuart Chesterfield units. 

The two units recently held a 
very successful joint day of action 
in Mansfield. The activity began 
h Boe e. ‘ol with a paper sale, which was 
charge INVOlving VIOIENCe, welcomed by the public - several 
together with his female people joined the BNP on the spot, 
partner who lives in gaying that they admired the 
Party’s tough stance on law and 
well as 
in Mansfield after an émmigration policy. The highlight om 
of of the day was when a planned MANSFIELD BNP unit goes into action 


in the East 


its anti- 


that he is alleged to have made. He was 
released on bail. 

On 12 February more than 300 anti-fascists 
attended an anti-nazi gig at Mansfield Labour 
Club in response to a call from local anti-fas- 
cists, Anti-Fascist Action Northern Network 
and Searchlight. The event had originally 
been planned for last summer but the nazis 
threatened the organisers and the owner of the 
pub where it was to be held with firebomb- 
ings if it went ahead. Searchlight has been 
very proud to work with the brave people 
who organised this gig and did not give way 
this time after all kinds of threats and 
pressure. 


Nazi salutes 


The only fascist seen around on the night was 
Graham Tasker, who fled into the arms of the 
local police after giving nazi salutes and 
insulting people. The police escorted him 
away from the area, apparently unaware that 
his bail conditions for the earlier assault in 
Mansfield prohibited him from entering the 
town. 

The BNP in other parts of the country, 
including at the headquarters in London, 
appears to be very nervous over these arrests, 
as the Mansfield team’s criminal activities 
have taken place all over the country and in 
cooperation and coordination with other BNP 
members. What is making the BNP leader- 
ship really squirm is the increasing rumours 
that the four defendants have all been busy 
grassing each other and goodness knows who 
else. 

One of the minor problems encountered 
during these investigations has been the med- 
dling of certain people who include a former 
fascist from Doncaster, whose interference in 
local anti-fascist organisations has created 
tensions and splits rather than unity. They 
recently showed someone their intelligence 
dossier on the area, which according to local 
people was worse than useless. 


threats were being made tO The BNP’s own account of the events in Mansfield in the February issue of British Nationalist. The 
local anti-fascist activists day, which the paper describes as excellent, ended with four BNP arrests. Is that how the BNP 
and, in some cases, to their measures its success? 
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“I am afraid that I am not prepared to 
make any speeches in the person of 
‘Sebastian Courtenay’,’ wrote John 
Tyndall on 14 December 1988. And quite 
right too. A Fiihrer, especially the Fiihrer 
of the British National Party, is an impor- 
tant person. And he should speak in his 
own voice. 

And so John Tyndall turned down the chance of 
an alternative career recording speeches as 
Sebastian Courtenay. We know this from the string 
of letters that he addressed to a Miss Tyrrell in 
County Donegal. 

‘Miss Tyrrell’ is a curious character. She uses a 
series of names herself. Even John Tyndall, not 
normally the quickest on the uptake, was able to 
grasp this point. On 2 March 1990 he was writing: 
“I note that in your latest letter you use a different 
name from the previous one and this name is used 
by your cousin.” He asks: “Which name is 
correct?” 


Victorian retreat 


Neither probably. Miss Tyrrell, courtesy of a series 
of aliases, had established a so-called Victorian 
retreat in a remote part of Donegal. Along with a 
group of like-minded women, she appeared to offer 
a haven, away from the decadence of modern life, 
where paying visitors could live the Victorian life. 
At times they advertised their retreat as a school: 
“The wonderful world of St Bride’s: those golden 
years you never had.” 

After a continuing failure to pay the rent, the 
landlords broke into the property and found some- 
thing much more curious than a romantic retreat. 
There was evidence of canings and other sado- 
masochistic practices. Moreover, there were piles 
of correspondence with pornographic magazines 
and publishers of antisemitic materials. 


May 3rd 1990 


Miss L. Traill 
St. Bride's 
Burtonport 
Co. Donegal 
Ireland 


Dear Miss Traill, 


of New Century. 


time ago: 


what is practised. 
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JOHN TYNDALL 
Seacroft 
52 Westbourne Villas 


Hove, East Sussex 
BN3 4GG 


This is where Mr Tyndall enters the story. The 
leader of the Victorian Romantics, using her “Miss 
Tyrrell’ name, had contacted Mr Tyndall, sending 
him a copy of her publication The English 
Magazine. The Fiihrer was charmed, replying with 
ever longer letters, pouring out his thoughts to his 
Victorian school marm. 

On 20 June 1989 Tyndall was writing to say how 
much in spirit he was with the Victorian 
Romantics: “I find myself, spiritually, with one foot 
in the 19th century and the other perhaps in the 
17th and 18th century.” 

And in March of that year he was assuring Miss 
Tyrrell: “I agree entirely with you in spirit.” In 
January he had written: I am certainly one of you — 
in spirit if not by formal affiliation.” He added that 
“possibly I am more ‘Victorian’ than you are!” con- 
veniently forgetting that other foot which was waft- 
ing uncertainly between earlier centuries. 


No strutting 


The British Fiihrer shared his inner heart with his 
Victorian pen-pal. Dear Miss Tyrrell, “I was once 
accused by someone of walking with a ‘strut’.” 
But, Miss Tyrrell, all I do is walk with a military 
gait, “shoulders back, arms swinging (though not 
excessively)”. 

We learn about the Fiihrer’s love for music. 
Could she send him tapes of Jn the gloaming and 
I’ll take you home Kathleen, he writes on 10 July 
1989. 

He confides that had he “followed a youthful 
inclination, I might have turned my hand to being a 
composer.” But the music he wished to compose 
“would never have stood a chance of getting played 
with the middle-to-late 20th century cultural envi- 
ronment.” Such a loss to the world: “Someone may 
compose a work as magnificent as Beethoven’s 
Third Symphony, but no orchestra is likely to 
perform it.” 


I have recently received, and partially read, the No. 1 issue 
Generally, I like it - although there are bound 
to be one or two points of difference. 


I particularly liked and endorse the article (or rather review) 
concerning Professor Himmelfarb's book on Victorian ways. From 
the initials at the end, I take it that you were the writer. 
you have done is amplify and examine in depth a truth which a 
touched upon in my Spearhead article about the 20th century a short 
that in any society in which there is any kind of moral 
order there is going to be some degree of moral hypocrisy, as 
humankind simply is not perfect enough to live up to all the 
demands of such a moral order and therefore there is going to be, 
in some quarters, an inconsistency between what is preached and 


What 


A spanking good yarn 


And that is how John Tyndall came not to write 
Beethoven’s Third Symphony. And how he came to 
enter politics, although “strictly speaking I am not 
one of nature’s politicians.” After this little aside of 
modesty came the inevitable strut: 

“I have chosen to work on the political front 
because that is what I feel I am best able to do. I 
have some capabilities in political journalism and 
political speaking and in political organisation and 
leadership of men.” 

But not in the leadership of women. “Our organi- 
sation is at present very predominantly comprised 
of men,” whereas “your own circle seems to be 
mainly female, and this perhaps is good.” 

Womanliness is much on the Fiihrer’s thoughts, 
as he writes to ‘Miss Tyrrell’, who, to judge by 
photos, looks curiously broad-shouldered, almost 
masculine, despite her flowing skirts. Tyndall is 
keen to tell of his own manly preoccupations: “One 
is most strongly revolted by the decadent represen- 
tations of one’s own sex, and that is perfectly natu- 
ral and right,” he wrote on 20 June 1989. 

And dear Miss Tyrrell hears how the Tyndall 
household enjoys proper masculinity and feminini- 
ty: “In our drawing room, the ribald comments that 
greet the various ‘modern’ specimens that flit on 
and off our TV screen come mostly from my wife 
in the case of the women and myself in the case of 
the ‘men’.” 

What jolly good fun Mr and Mrs T seem to have 
in front of their telly. Ribaldry, giggle and strut — all 
evening long, until it’s time for the nightly 
Horlicks. 


Women in skirts 


There’s something else revealed to Miss Tyrrell 
about that happy home by the south coast. Mr T 
approves of women in skirts: “For myself, I cannot 
stand the sight of women wearing trousers of any 
kind in public, though I will concede that they may 
be convenient for housework.” But, he admits: “My 
wife has worn them in the latter capacity on occa- 
sions in the past.” 

So Mrs Fiihrer, on occasions and in a specialised 
capacity, wears the trousers at home. One hopes 
that she reverts to appropriate skirt or frock for the 
evening’s TV viewing. 

There is something melancholy in Mr Fiihrer’s 
letters. He is so charmed by his Victorian Miss that 
once he starts writing, he cannot stop. The words 
pour out, even though he holds little hope that Miss 
Tyrrell will reply at such length. 

“Please do not feel obliged to reply at the length 
and in the detail that I have written here,” he signs 
off on 31 January 1990: “I am sure you are a busy 
person and not able to spend unlimited time on 
writing letters.” 

And again on 2 March 1990: “In conclusion, this 
letter has expanded considerably beyond the length 
intended when it began. Please do not feel under 
any obligation to reply at similar length or even to 
reply at all. I am sure you are very busy, and a short 
note in your own good time will suffice.” 

Yes, Mr Tyndall, right for once. ‘Miss Tyrrell’ 
was busy, very busy. There were spankings to 
administer, ads to be placed in dubious magazines 
and sadomasochistic videos to plan. 

Meanwhile time hangs heavily on a failed 
Fiihrer’s hands. At least before the evening’s telly- 
watching starts. 


Tyndall, 


the BBC 


and the 
sewers 


Anyone who watched the excellent 
BBC Public Eye programme on 22 
January, which exposed the criminal 
nature of the British National Party, 
will not be surprised that an hysterical 
John Tyndall has devoted several 
columns of the party’s publications to 
a ranting and raving attack on it. 


His article, entitled “BBC descends to the 
sewers: John Tyndall comments on the Public 
Eye programme of January 22” appeared in 
the February editions of both British 
Nationalist and Spearhead. 

Tyndall, the BNP’s nazi leader, informed 
the criminal band of thugs that make up his 
membership and following that he intended to 
take Public Eye to the Broadcasting 
Complaints Commission. 

Searchlight has been down that path before 
with a number of whingeing nazis and so 
feels qualified to offer a little advice to the 
BBC on how to respond to this criminal’s 
ravings about a programme that was absolute- 
ly correct in its attitude to the BNP. 
Searchlight is proud to have been associated 
with the production of the programme and 
can assure readers that the BBC only used a 
fraction of the material available to sustain 
claims that the BNP is more a criminal con- 
spiracy than a political party. 

The BBC team looked at the activities of 
the BNP in Scotland, Rochdale and London 
and filmed the Blood and Honour gig in 
Mansfield before Christmas, where BNP, 
C18, Blood and Honour and British National 
Socialist Party activists travelled together and 
jointly protected the concert. 

The thing that appeared to stick in Fihrer 
Tyndall’s craw more than anything else was 
the fact that the programme makers who visit- 
ed his home to interview him were not inter- 
ested in the non policies of his organisation, 
but instead insisted on talking about the crim- 
inality of its members and the way this crimi- 
nality is supported at national level and in the 
party’s main publication British Nationalist. 

The paper’s reports about a gang of BNP 
members who attacked an Arab on the 
London underground a few years ago estab- 
lished clearly how the party’s leadership 
accepts and condones such acts of terror. First 
British Nationalist joked about the victim los- 
ing a kidney. When the gang were imprisoned 
for beating and stabbing him, the paper called 
on BNP members to show solidarity with 
their imprisoned comrades and extended a 
fulsome welcome when they were released. 


BRITISH NATIONAL PARTY Organisers’ and 
activists’ bulletin 


issued from 


P.O. BOX 117, WELLING, KENT DA16 30W 


BNP on television 


This is to inform all local units that the BNP will be featured in a special documentary 
produced by the makers of Public Eye programme to be shown on BBC2 in the evening of 
Friday, January 22nd. The programme will include an interview with BNP leader John Tyndall 
and shots of @ party meeting and other activities in London's East End. Will local leaders 
please alert as many people as possible to this programme. 


Tyndall does not mention any of this in his 
statement in Spearhead or British Nationalist 
nor will he, we are sure, in his submission to 
the Broadcasting Complaints Commission. 

His other grievance, equally ill-founded, is 
that Public Eye failed to comply with an 
assurance he claimed was given to the organ- 
isers of what the BBC was told was an East 
London branch meeting, that no faces other 
than those at the top table would be filmed. In 
fact what the ludicrous oaf has done is 
attribute to Public Eye an assurance given by 
the BBC’s breakfast news team. Public Eye 
gave no undertakings, but even if it had bro- 
ken such an agreement, does it warrant the 
assault on teams from both programmes by 
bottle-wielding BNP thugs, which Tyndall so 
clearly tries to justify in his statement? 

The BBC might like to raise the question of 
deceit on the BNP’s part over this branch 
meeting. Why did the BNP say this was an 
East London branch meeting when none of 
the three people seated at the top table were 
east Londoners? David Bruce lives in 
Cheshunt, Hertfordshire, Jim White, a former 
customs officer, lives in south London and 
Richard Edmonds, the guest speaker, lives 
above the BNP headquarters in Welling. 

When the cameras panned around the 
room, very few east London faces could be 
seen, but an excessively large group of C18 
officers and soldiers, many of whom are 
based in the Croydon area, was very much in 
evidence. It is thought the bottle-throwers 
came from their ranks. 

In Scotland the BBC found itself knee deep 
in convicted BNP members. In Rochdale, 
Ken Henderson’s racist speech at his branch 
meeting was more subdued than usual. But 
the BBC has a _ video recording of 
Henderson’s speech to the 1991 BNP rally in 
which no holds are barred in his attack on the 
Jewish community. Perhaps Public Eye 
should have juxtaposed these two speeches to 
allow viewers to see the true face of 
Rochdale’s mini Fiihrer. 

Despite Henderson’s claims that the BNP 
has a big following in the area, members had 
to be bussed in from Liverpool and all over 
Yorkshire to make up an audience that was 
presentable in size if not in quality — at least 


a > = 
Dave Appleyard (front right), a 
Yorkshire BNP member now 
doing time for assault, a typi- 
cal example of the BNP’s 
street “activists”. Left: the 
BNP must now regret alerting 
supporters to the programme 


one person in the room had a background of 
illicit arms dealing and others had convictions 
for assault. 

However, it seems that Tyndall must have a 
self-destruct mechanism built into his small 
brain. The very same issue of British 
Nationalist in which he launches his com- 
plaint carries an article about the BNP’s 
Mansfield unit. The accompanying photo- 
graph includes Graham Tasker, the twice con- 
victed violent thug, and the text refers to local 
anti-fascists still having “rather ‘painful’ 
memories of previous encounters with the 
local BNP!” 

What the author of this fine piece of nation- 
alist journalism failed to explain is that these 
painful memories include violent attacks by 
BNP members wielding iron bars and a recent 
assault on local people, including the Jewish 
solicitor described in the piece with a small 
“j”, Dr Goebbels style, who had his nose frac- 
tured. People with him sustained other 
injuries. The four people charged with his 
attack constitute the main body of the 
Chesterfield and Mansfield BNP unit. 

Searchlight wonders whether Tyndall’s 
hysteria stems from the fact that up and down 
the country senior police officers, MPs and 
millions of ordinary people now have the 
measure of his outfit’s criminality. Tyndall 
appears to be acting like a man clutching at 
almost non-existent straws. 

Added to this grief, he is seeing a steady 
number of his followers being picked up by 
the police and dealt with by the courts, such 
as the northwest regional organiser of the 
BNP, Kevin Scott, who has just been fined 
£25 in Newcastle for hurling an object across 
a pub at a black customer. 

The truth is that the BBC set out to make 
an honest programme about the BNP and its 
followers and found such a thin veneer over 
the very real violent record, past and present, 
of Tyndall and the thugs who march behind 
him that the programme had to descend to the 
sewers where the rats of the BNP live. 

A BNP members’ bulletin in January urged 
the party’s local leaders to “alert as many 
people as possible to this programme”. 
Searchlight hopes they enjoyed it and 
absorbed its message well. 
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Four people responsible for beating to 
death two middle-aged Asian men 
have been given long jail sentences. 


The ringleader, who battered the men to 
death with scaffolding poles, was given two 
life sentences, with a recommendation that he 
serve at least 25 years. 

The judge told Wayne Lambert, 25, that he 
was: “driven by an evil, senseless, barbaric 
and gloating hatred of Pakistanis, unlike your 
younger co-accused. 

“These were appalling crimes and you were 
the dominant figure.” 

When Lambert appeared before local 
magistrates, he told a police officer: “I hate 


Black workers 
lose protection 


Black people will lose out when the 
wages councils, which regulate the pay 
of 2.5 million of Britain’s poorest paid 
workers, are abolished under the 
Employment Bill. 

The London Wages Rights Campaign 
(LWRC) says that many black workers in the 
capital could be affected by the loss of 
protection. 

Philip Pearson of the LWRC explained that 
black workers make up a quarter of London’s 
workers and that most of them work in low- 
paid sectors. 

He said that abolishing the councils 
amounted to “a kind of indirect racism against 
black workers”. 

Black women may be hit even harder. 
“Women on average earn 70 per cent of what 
men do and black women are the lowest paid 
workers of all,” said Mr Pearson. 

The National Group on Homeworking said 
that over 90 per cent of Britain’s one million 
homeworkers were women, with a_ high 
proportion from ethnic minorities. 

In areas of home work not covered by 
wages councils, pay is as low as 50 pence an 
hour for hand-knitting. This compares with 
wages council rates of £2 to £3 an hour. 

The Industrial Society, a politically 
independent pressure group, has also attacked 
plans to abolish the wages councils, pointing 
out that many of the workers covered by the 
councils were on such low wages that they 
were eligible for social security. 

Rhiannon Chapman, director of the society, 
said it was not credible to argue that the 
problem was that wages were too high. 

“Tt is not obvious how the economy will be 
helped by licensing poverty-pay cowboys to 
undercut reputable companies providing a 
respectable service,” she said. 
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Murder gang jailed 


Pakis. I will only be 43 when I get out... and 
I will kill another one.” 

The murder victims were shopkeeper 
Mohammed Dada, 60, and _taxi-driver 
Mohammed Ansari, 47, who were both killed 
in January last year. The victims were also 
robbed. 

Also accused were Heather Stewart, 22, 
Barry Schofield, 18, and Dean Millington, 17, 
all of Manchester. 

Stewart and Schofield were found guilty of 
Mr Dada’s manslaughter but cleared of 
murder. Millington was found guilty of 
murdering Mr Ansari. Millington had held Mr 
Ansari from behind with a wire noose, while 
Lambert beat him to death. Schofield was 


jailed for 13 years, Stewart for 12 years and 
Millington was ordered to be detained during 
Her Majesty’s pleasure. 

@ An Asian man was set on fire by three 
white men, who had doused him in an 
inflammable liquid. 

Mohammed Sadiq was found screaming in 
pain on waste land in Huddersfield, and is in 
hospital with horrendous 60 per cent burns to 
his chest, back and legs. 

In spite of there being no other reason for 
the attack, police have closed their minds to 
the possibility that the attack was racially 
motivated. Superintendent Peter Bottomley 
said: “The motive for the attack is unclear but 
we do not think it is racial.” 


Bricklayer awarded 
compensation for abuse 


Tracie Simpson, a bricklayer formerly 
employed by Greenwich council, has 
been awarded £15,000 compensation 
for sexual and racial harassment while 
at work. 


Tracie, who has a black grandmother, 
joined Greenwich council when she was 24 as 
a trainee bricklayer. Now 28, she has endured 
four years of abuse, harassment and threats. 

The male workers on site downed tools to 
watch her work, refused to talk to her during 
work or at meal breaks, except to shout abuse, 
and threatened her with violence. 

On one occasion a workman asked whether 
her spirit level fitted in her vagina and on 
another a workman chased her, threatening to 
cut her pubic hair. 

She was good at her job and won a credit in 
her City and Guilds exams. 

She complained frequently to management 
but they did nothing to help and in some cases 
took part in the abuse. After one complaint 
the boss and general foreman called her to the 
office. The boss, who was in charge of 100 
workers, told her to go home and wash very 
carefully as she was to have a medical 
examination the next day. “He was just 
talking dirty,” said Tracie. The foreman said if 
she wore frilly red underwear, everyone 
would do her work for her. 

Six other women were taken on as 
carpenters, plumbers and bricklayers at the 
same time as Tracie, but within two years 
they had all left due to the abuse and 
harassment. 

Tracie was made redundant in May 1991 
while on sick leave with stress and anxiety 
from the disgusting treatment she had 
received. Backed by the building workers’ 


union, Ucatt, she made a complaint to an 
industrial tribunal. 

The tribunal’s preliminary judgment said 
that Ms Simpson was “subject to considerable 
sexual and racial harassment’, which 
amounted to cruelty. It found that Greenwich 
council took no effective action to deal with 
the situation and lower tiers of management 
took part in the harassment. The tribunal also 
criticised Ucatt for failing to support Tracie at 
a lower level. Following the tribunal 
statement, Greenwich council made an out of 
court settlement of £15,000 compensation. 

A spokesperson for the council said a new 
complaints procedure was now in place. No- 
one responsible for her appalling treatment 
has been disciplined. 

Dominic Hehir, Ucatt’s London secretary, 
said: “Greenwich council has a wonderful 
equal opportunities policy on paper — but in 
practice it hasn’t existed.” 

Ucatt general secretary George Brumwell 
said the union was going to step up its work 
in the fields of racial and sexual harassment 
and increase educational work among its 
members. 

Tracie described the male workforce as 
“pretty gutless”. “Not one man broke ranks,” 
she said. 

“If you are a man, when you have finished 
your apprenticeship the mickey taking and 
stupidity stops — if you are black or a woman, 
it doesn’t.” 

She said the settlement was “not just a 
personal victory, but for all women who 
suffer this type of harassment.” 

Tracie Simpson is now unemployed and is 
not eligible for unemployment _ benefit 
because of the £15,000 compensation. She is 
doing voluntary youth work. 


Members of the Indian Workers’ Association demonstrate against racist 
murders, in Eltham, scene of the killing of Rohit Duggal. Last month a young 
man, who is alleged to have killed Rohit Duggal, faced trial at the Old Bailey 
juvenile section. February also saw the anniversary of the brutal slaying of 
Rolan Adams in neighbouring Thamesmead. His killer is now serving life, but 
there has been no decrease in the horrific scale of racial attacks in the area 


Anti-NF action 
in Hounslow 


Brentford Football Club and Hounslow 
council have taken action following 
fascist leafleting outside the football 
ground and the National Front’s 
announcement that it plans to set up a 
local branch. There has also been a 
spate of vicious racist attacks in nearby 
Feltham, west London. 

Six men, who police believe were from the 
British National Party, handed out anti-IRA 
leaflets at Brentford’s home match against 
Oxford on 28 November. Sergeant Cliff 
Woodall, of Chiswick police, confirmed that 
“half a dozen yobs, believed to be from the 
British National Party,” were present. “If we 
find them and they are committing an offence, 
they will be arrested. Otherwise they will be 
moved on,” he said. 

Following the incident, Brentford FC, in 
conjunction with Hounslow council, put a 
message in match programmes, condemning 
the leafleters. The message, headed “Presence 
of extremist groups outside Brentford Football 
Ground”, condemned “attempts by extremist 
racist organisations to leaflet supporters as 
they enter the ground”, and said: “Racial 
intolerance has no place in football. Hounslow 
and Brentford FC will take all measures 
possible to ensure this does not occur again.” 

The National Front’s warning that it is to 
launch a branch in Hounslow comes after it 
has been been selling copies of its newspaper 
The Flag and pushing leaflets through 
letterboxes in neighbouring Isleworth. 
Offensive antisemitic leaflets were sent to 
synagogues at Christmas. 

Ian Anderson, NF chair, claimed there were 
at least 10 NF supporters in Hounslow. He 
said a West London branch was launched a 
year ago, followed by one in Richmond. The 
Flag claims that support for the NF in west 
London is now fourth highest in the country, 
after Birmingham, Beckenham and Hemel 
Hempstead. 

Racist attacks in Hounslow are increasing. 
Police dealt with 219 cases of racial 
harassment in 1992 and the total figure of 
racist incidents is believed to be much higher. 

In Feltham, where four police officers are 
assigned to dealing with racist attacks, an 
Asian postmistress and her family have been 
living under siege conditions. The woman’s 
teenage son was attacked on the street and the 
family were forced to live in the corridor, with 
mattresses against the window to ward off 
bricks. 

The attacks only stopped when the family 
were given 24-hour police surveillance. 

Another family, from the Lebanon, had 
paint sprayed on the front door and suffered 
racist abuse, break-ins, and bricks through 
their car windscreen. 

The presence of the NF can only make 
things worse. 

Rahul Patel of the Anti Nazi League said 
the NF “should not be given the respect of 
proper political parties. 

“We will not let them have a platform in 
west London and ordinary folk should not be 
taken in.” 
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@ PIG IGNORANT 

Bernard Manning, the overweight 
comedian who has made crude sexual 
jokes and racial abuse part of his act, 
continues to cause offence. 

At a fundraising event for a hospital 
charity, Manning referred to a black 
football player as a “coon”. 

England soccer star Paul Ince walked 
out of the charity event, organised by 
England and Manchester United captain 
Bryan Robson, at a plush Manchester 
hotel. 

An eyewitness said: “A chap got up to 
go to the toilet. As he passed Paul Ince, 
Manning shouted: ‘Beat up that coon on 
your way out, will you.’ 

“Ince stood up, glared at Manning and 
walked out. He was clearly disgusted - 
and no-one blamed him for leaving.” 

Manning refused to apologise for the 
offence he had caused. “I don’t know 
what the fuss is about. People know my 
act — they should expect it,” he said. 
(Sunday Mirror 18.1.93) 


@ RACE BAR FIRM WINS STATE 
CONTRACT 

A private medical company which allows 
customers to specify white only doctors 
has won a_ sensitive government 
contract. 

Mobile Doctors, based in Essex, has 
started providing medical assessments 
for disabled people claiming welfare 
benefits in parts of Wales and London. 

The company’s business plan includes 
examples of people applying for life 
assurance and mortgages. One entry 
read: “Client requested white Dr, 
confirmed Midland Life, redirected to 
Dr Ganes.” 

Diane Abbott, Labour MP for 
Hackney North and Stoke Newington, 
said she would take up the issue with Dr 
Mawhinney, the minister of state for the 
Department of Health. 

She said such practices were appalling 
and contrary to the Race Relations Act. 
“What is to stop fund-holding doctors 
from specifying that patients see certain 
consultants on a racial basis,” she asked. 

The disclosure comes at a time when 
the government has promised to act so 
that ethnic minorities get equal 
treatment from the NHS. 

Baroness Cumberlege, the health 
minister with special responsibility for 
ethnic health, has announced a 
programme of ethnic monitoring of 
patients and pilot schemes to promote 
the health of minority groups. 

Virginia Bottomley, minister of state 
for health, is said to be seeking to 
increase the numbers of men and women 
with “black and ethnic backgrounds” in 
senior NHS managerial posts. 

There are also plans to monitor the 
professional status of nurses and doctors 
by ethnic group. 

_ (Independent 30.12.92, Guardian 12.1.93, 
The Weekly Journal 22.1.93) 
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Maines Fascists join fight 


against clinic 


Members of the National Front and 
British National Party have latched 
onto a campaign against a proposed 
sex offenders’ clinic. 


The clinic, to be situated at Exhall near 
Coventry, is intended to treat 24 men. Experts 
claim they would present no risk to local 
children, because their crime has been to 
abuse children with whom they had a social 
relationship. 

Nigel Lannigan, a spokesperson for a 
residents campaign group, has refused to 
condemn the fascist involvement. He denied 
that there was any political link and insisted 
that the NF and BNP were cateity separate 
from his organisation. 

He went on to praise their conducie® ewe 
got to say it, their conduct surpassed all my 
ideas of the British National Party or National 
Front, or these so-called ‘fascist’ groups.” 

Dozens of members of the NF and BNP 
turned up at a protest outside the proposed 
clinic site. 

The campaign group has admitted secretly 
tape-recording conversations, including some 
with city councillors. It has managed to mount 
a highly professional campaign. In one 


instance 6,000 leaflets were delivered to 
homes on the day they were printed. 

The fascist involvement also seems 
carefully planned. For example, a letter in the 
local paper, the Coventry Evening Telegraph, 
from a B W Peakman condemned “all our 
jaded political parties”, and said that any party 
that used “the wealth of this country to look 
after our people first” would win an election. 
The letter also referred to “law and order’, the 
sex offenders’ clinic, and the supposed need 
to have a referendum “on all major issues”, 
very much in line with the NF’s populist 
stance. 

It was no big surprise to find another letter 
in the paper, a week later, from Mark Payne, 
press officer of Coventry NF. He wrote: “I'd 
like to assure B W Peakman that there is 
actually a political party with the policies he 
outlines. 

“Everything Mr Peakman wrote has been 
the beliefs and policies of the party since its 
inauguration 26 years ago. The party is the 
National Front.” 

A set up job? It certainly looks like it. The 
Coventry Evening Telegraph is careless and 
naive to allow the enemies of democracy to 
use its columns in such a manipulative way. 


Channel Islands 
collaboration revealed 


Recently released evidence has thrown 
new light on the extent of wartime 
collaboration in the Channel Islands. 


Documents released at the start of January 
show that the Guernsey authorities readily 
complied with Nazi requests for information 
on Jéwish residents. 

Three Jewish women, Theresia Steiner, 
Auguste Spitz and Mariana Grunfeld, were 
deported. At least two of them — Steiner and 
Spitz — and probably all three, died in the 
Auschwitz death camp. 

In 1940 the island’s police force, under the 
control of Inspector Willim Sculpher, the 
bailiff of Guernsey, Victor Carey, and two 
presidents of the  island’s controlling 
committee, Ambroce Sherwill and _ the 
Reverend John Leale, provided the Germans 
with a register of Jewish residents. 

Leale did attempt, ineffectually, to 
intervene on behalf of Mariana Grunfeld. 

The controlling committee also decided that 
islanders who refused to work for the 
Germans should lose unemployment and 
relief benefit. 

The disclosures come with the release of 
some official documents which until now 
have been withheld to protect the reputation 
of prominent island families. No Channel 


Islanders were prosecuted for war crimes or 
collaboration at the end of the war, in spite of 
extensive evidence of their involvement in 
deporting English and Jewish residents, and in 
fraternising with the enemy. 

The official myth has always been of 
“plucky” Channel Islanders who sabotaged 
the German administration at every turn. 
While there may have been a few of these, 
they were not prominent in high places. 

At the end of the war the British 
government even agreed to redeem the 
German occupation currency in pounds 
sterling, so that those who had done well 
under the Nazis could keep their money. 

Ministry of Defence files are now to be 
released, after they have been studied by the 
German government. 

The second-in-command of the notorious 
death camp on Alderney Island, former SS 
officer Kurt Klebeck, 86, is still alive and 
living in Hamburg. As many as_ 1,000 
Russians, Germans, French Jews and Poles 
died on Alderney. These slaves were used to 
build the massive fortifications on the 
Channel Islands and were systematically 
worked to death. The German Government is 
considering prosecuting Klebeck. The release 
of the files now is a further indication of the 
extent of the earlier cover-up. 
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Castle or 
dungeon? 


The black immigrants who came to 
Britain after the second world war and 
helped rebuild a devastated country faced 
widespread racial discrimination, which 
was legal until the Race Relations Act of 
1968. Indirect discrimination was not 
outlawed until 1976. 

Denied access to council housing by 
direct prejudice, and later by residence 
requirements, immigrants were forced to 
rent from the private sector in the 
decaying inner cities, already being 
abandoned by the white population. 

Even in 1968 the clause “no coloureds” 
appeared in more than a quarter of 
advertisements for rented accommodation 
placed in a local newspaper in London’s 
East End. Black people were forced to live 
in sub-standard accommodation. 

Only six per cent of the overseas-born 
black population had access to council 
housing by the mid-1960s, compared with 
28 per cent of Irish migrants and about 
one third of the rest of the population. 

Racism was commonplace among white 
council tenants in the early 1960s. In 1966, 
for example, the residents of Bank Street 
flats in Wolverhampton threatened to 
leave en masse when they discovered a flat 
was to be let to a black family. In the same 
year the Birmingham borough Labour 
party conference rejected a proposal to 
allocate council houses on new estates to 
black applicants. Birmingham had a five 
year residency requirement until 1977 - 
clearly aimed at excluding black people. 

In 1957 the Bradford Equitable Building 
Society wrote to a 37-year-old Jamaican 
civil servant and LSE graduate: “It is the 
policy of the society’s directors not to 


approve advances to coloured people.” 
Most books on housing are too specialist 

or out of date. This book, based on articles 

in Roof magazine, manages to be topical, 


while dealing with key issues. The 
historical perspective is also essential in 
understanding the present. 

The authors of the chapter on housing 
for black people, for example, are right to 
stress that later anti-discrimination 
legislation was “too little, too late”, since 
entrenched racial inequalities in housing 
had already been established. 

The black housing association 
movement has had an influence, as has 
effective monitoring and committed anti- 
discriminatory policies in some other 
housing associations. 

The book is a valuable guide to British 
housing policy, with chapters on squatting, 
on Rachmanism and on the treatment of 
black people, as well as more recent 
developments such as the right to buy. 

Its weakness is what is excluded. Where 
is the chapter on the recent epidemic of 
racist attacks and harassment on council 
estates, where unemployment, poor 
housing and a warped sense of identity 
have provided a recruiting ground for 
fascists? Where is the chapter on Gypsy 
travellers, who, even before the proposed 
new laws, were surely among the most 
discriminated against groups in Britain? 

I look forward to reading the relevant 

articles in Roof, and in due course in the 
second edition of this useful book. 
(Built to Last: Reflections of British 
Housing Policy, Ed Carol Grant, available 
from Roof, Shelter, 88 Old Street, London 
EC1V 9HU, £7.95 & 55p p & p) 


‘Slap on the wrist” 


for police squad 


Only seven members of the former 
West Midlands police serious crime 
squad are to face disciplinary charges. 


The Crown Prosecution Service had already 
decided that there was “insufficient evidence” 
to prosecute any officer in connection with the 
complaints about the notorious squad. 

The seven serving officers face a total of 28 
charges under the internal disciplinary code of 
falsehood or prevarication. A further 102 face 
an informal disciplinary procedure, under 
which they will be “advised” regarding 
failures to adhere to procedures or codes of 
practice, or because of irregularities in 
recording interviews. Ten officers had already 
left the force on medical grounds or retired. 


The weak official response follows a 
massive two-year-long investigation, costing 
over £2.3 million. Some 66 members of the 
squad, disbanded by the West Midlands Chief 
Constable Geoffrey Dear, were investigated, 
along with 160 other West Midlands officers. 

Complaints mainly concerned fabrication of 
evidence and denial of access to solicitors. 
Allegations of racial discrimination were made 
as well as claims that prisoners had plastic 
bags put over their heads to force confessions. 

The investigation, carried out by the West 
Yorkshire police, was hampered by the fact 
that some crucial documents, including police 
notebooks, had “disappeared”. 

So far the convictions of 12 people, secured 
by the squad’s activities, have been overturned. 


NEWS IN BRIEF: 


@ SHEFFIELD VIGIL 

A candlelight vigil in Sheffield brought 
together _religious, secular and 
community leaders from different ethnic 
groups in a protest against racist bigotry. 

The event was organised by Sheffield 
Racial Equality Council. Chandran 
Owen, chair of the SREC, said the event 
was organised following disturbances in 
India, as well as ethnic cleansing and 
other forms of racism. 

Qurban Hussain, Sheffield’s deputy 
Lord Mayor, said: “It is timely that the 
local Racial Equality Council should 
organise this event to remind Sheffield 
people of the friendship and goodwill 
which must always be paramount.” 
(Yorkshire Post 31.12.92) 


@ COLOUR BAR CLUB 
A fashionable club in Birmingham has 
been accused of operating a colour bar. 

Sohail Mohammed, 24, son of the 
Pakistan cricketer Mushtaq 
Mohammed, said he has been refused 
entry to Stoodibakers café bar in Broad 
Street on five out of six occasions 

On the latest occasion he was with a 
group of 10 people who were barred 
because they were the wrong colour. 

Stoodibakers is situated close to the 
International Convention Centre, part of 
Birmingham City Council’s attempt to 


project the image of the new 
“enlightened” Birmingham. 


International visitors who attend the 
Convention Centre often socialise in the 
surrounding area. 

Stoodibakers’ sales manager, Maggie 
Lane, denied operating a colour bar and 
said people were only turned away when 
the place was full, “whether customers 
are black, white, pink or purple’. 
(Birmingham Evening Mail 28.1.93) 


@ INNOCENT MAN FREED 

A Birmingham man has been freed after 
spending 13 months in prison for a 
crime he did not commit. David 
Haughton, 27, was jailed for four years 
in September 1991 for allegedly taking 
part in an attempted wages snatch. 

In February 1992 Ian Stewart, 38, 
approached Mr Haughton’s solicitors 
and told them he had helped to plan the 
robbery and the convicted man was an 
innocent bystander. 

In spite of this confession, David 
Haughton has only just been released. 
He said nothing could make up for the 
13 months he had lost from his life. “My 
son was seven months old when I went 
into prison and it will take time for us to 
get to know each other again,” he said. 

The case raises disturbing questions. 
How could someone be jailed on such 
flimsy evidence - apparently Mr 
Haughton being black and in the wrong 


place at the wrong time was sufficient. 
And ved was he ws in jail — extra 
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Bonehead bosses nicked 


The new year has not heralded good 
fortune for Blood and Honour, as the 
main outlet for its nazi propaganda, 
Skrewdriver Services, has just been 
prosecuted for distributing racist 
material. 


Pleading guilty to five of the nine counts 
that they were charged with, brothers Roy and 
Kevin Johnson, of Harlow, Essex, were due 
to be sentenced on 23 February. 

The five charges include four for different 
nazi records and one for a Skrewdriver 
songbook. 

At the time of writing, the brothers are 
remanded in custody and have each been 
ordered to pay £1,500 costs. Roy claims that 
Kevin was the main organiser and he was just 
helping with the operation. This is very con- 
venient as Kevin has no previous convictions. 
The court heard, however, that Roy has two 
earlier convictions, one for affray at a service 
station in December 1986. 

Roy Johnson is in fact not unfamiliar to 
Searchlight. The affray at a service station not 
unsurprisingly turns out to be a racist attack, 
which Searchlight reported at the time. Roy 
was one of a gang of 12 skinheads who 
attacked a West Indian family’s car at New- 
port Pagnell services on the M1 motorway. 

One person was repeatedly punched, 
kicked and beaten with iron bars. Four of the 
skinheads were found guilty. The judge told 
them: “It is hard to imagine more cowardly 
and despicable conduct.” 

As if having the people that operate your 
merchandising outlet locked up was not 
enough trouble, Skrewdriver’s boss, Ian 
Stuart Donaldson, has been charged with an 


alleged violence offence. The charge arises 
from an incident when Donaldson was in the 
Blackpool area visiting his parents. 

His co-accused is Diane Calladine, his girl- 
friend, to whom he announced his engage- 
ment in an issue of Blood and Honour maga- 
zine. Ms Calladine has recently been men- 
tioned in League of St George circles. 


Waterloo 

Discord seems to be reigning in the Blood 
and Honour camp, with various publications 
proclaiming a rather inconsistent line about 
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German nazi bands face the music 


German police have seized about 
30,000 records, cassettes and CDs in 
a series of raids against the nazi 
bonehead music scene in_ early 
February. 


This followed earlier action at the end of 
January, when 1,500 LP records and 250 
CDs were confiscated in police searches at 
seven offices and shops in Ulm and 
Geislingen in Baden-Wiirttemberg. 

Among the targets of the nationwide 
swoops in February — raids took place in 
almost all the 16 states of the former West 
Germany — was the notorious Rock-O- 
Rama outfit in Bruhl, near Cologne, which 
has records by 28 fascist skinhead bands on 
sale under its label. 

The bands on Rock-O-Rama’s list include 
the British nazi band Skrewdriver, led by 
Ian Stuart Donaldson, and the top German 
hate group, Storkraft. 

Not surprisingly, the Andernach home of 
Storkraft singer Jorg Petrisch was one of the 
prime objects of attention. Petrisch is now 
being investigated under suspicion of incit- 
ing race hatred and other criminal activities. 

The raids proved once more the open 
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links between these bands, of which there 
are about 40 in Germany, and acts of vio- 
lence. At the home of a member of the nazi 
skinhead band Werwolf in Bielefeld police 
found a 6.8 kilogram detonator for artillery 
shells. 

Other premises, some belonging to mem- 
bers of bands, were searched in Cologne, 
Giitersloh, Paderborn, Verl and Bottrop. 
According to the federal interior ministry, 
the raids were carried out because the lyrics 
of much of the material “incite unparalleled 
brutality and contempt for human beings, 
with some verses openly calling for refugee 
centres to be burnt and glorifying Hitler and 
the nazis.” 

One notorious Niirnberg nazi bonehead 
band, Radikahl, is already facing criminal 
charges for one of its songs, “Hakenkreuz” 
(swastika). The band is accused of “efforts 
to revive a former national socialist organi- 
sation” and its four members could face jail 
terms of up to two years. 

The song pays homage to the swastika 
and calls for a posthumous Nobel Peace 
prize for Adolf Hitler. It has been openly 
sold on cassettes as well as sung at concerts 
in Cottbus, Weimar and Brandenburg. 


what happened at the now legendary battle of 
Waterloo. Blood and Honour magazine itself, 
which appeared shortly after the gig on 12th 
September 1992, was in no doubt over what 
happened. “Victory in London”, screamed the 
front page. 

Inside, an article went on to say what a 
wonderful day was had by all and offered 
those who never made it the chance to buy a 
copy of the recording of the gig that eventual- 
ly took place in Eltham, southeast London. 

The Raven, a Skullhead fanzine produced 
erratically in Sunderland, seems to give rather 
a different account of the day’s proceedings. 
While agreeing that the fact that a gig went 
ahead was in itself a success, the similarity 
ends there. 

Craig Bond, a Skullhead member and vio- 
lent criminal, criticises the fact that the gig 
was advertised in the first place. Describing 
the confrontation in the vicinity of Waterloo 
Station he says: “For the next two hours we 
fought and ran, fought and ran, as we were 
attacked from all sides ... Heavily outnum- 
bered it’s fair to say that we lost the battle 
although we did have our moments.” 

The article continued: “For all the publicity 
gained by the gig, what had we got in the 
end? A few cuts and bruises, a case of dented 
pride, the reds running around cock a hoop ... 
followed by a turn-out of 400 that could have 
been surpassed by a few leaflets and phone 
calls ...” 

The piece ends with a call on the organisers 
of the concerts to learn some lessons from the 
events at Waterloo, and the slogan “Victory or 
Valhalla”. As we have heard very little from 
Skullhead in recent months, we can only 
assume it was Valhalla. 


British Oi 


Chris Hipkin, editor of the British Oi fanzine, 
has decided to call it a day, with one more 
issue yet to appear. The most recent edition 
carries the usual attacks on Searchlight and 
Anti-Fascist Action. 

Apparently Chris intends to continue 
organising for Blood and Honour in the 
Midlands and carrying on with BNP activi- 
ties. Blood and Honour’s Midlands unit has 
been particularly active over the past year, 
with a number of Skrewdriver gigs in the 
region, the most recent in Nottinghamshire in 
early February. 

The current fanzine has an interview with 
members of the German nazi band Radikahl, 
who inform us that originally their name was 
“Giftgas” (toxic gas). Radikahl is one of the 
key bands on the European Blood and 
Honour circuit. 

Among the material advertised for 
Skrewdriver Services is a Skrewdriver 
‘Victory in London Sept 1992’ t-shirt. Word 
has it that very few have been sold in the 
North East. 

Squadron Services has taken over the 
Thunor Services operation in London. Thunor 
Services closed down after a dispute with 
Blood and Honour. We understand that 
Squadron is more than a little unhappy with 
Blood and Honour itself. It seems that Blood 
and Honour regularly forgets to mention it. 


Mass arrests after Ulster 


loyalist-nazi joint action 


About 600 active supporters of the British 
National Party, the Ulster Defence 
Association and the Ulster Volunteer Force, 
plus a handful of activists of the ever dimin- 
ishing National Front, turned out on 30 
January to oppose the annual Irish march 
commemorating Bloody Sunday. 

A game plan spearheaded by the nazi 
paramilitary group C18 would have left 
Kilburn, London’s Irish district, in flames 
later that day, if it had been put into action. 

A plot to hit the march from inside and out- 
side its ranks and harass it along its route 
went awry when someone in the Metropolitan 
police or MIS decided to swoop on the loyal- 
ist activists. In what appears to have been a 
very precise operation, 295 people were 
detained and their names and addresses and 
probably in most cases their photographs 
obtained. 


Five were charged with weapons and 
assault offences and two others have been 
released on police bail. Among those charged 
is Terry Blackham, minder, tea boy and gen- 
eral factotum to NF boss Ian Anderson, who 


was described as black and blue after trying 
to punch it out with a police heavy squad. 

Although the loyalists claimed the demon- 
stration was anti-republican, one shop that 
had its windows smashed by the unruly rab- 
ble belonged to an Arab family. It seems thy 
just cannot keep their racism under control. 

Among those the police picked up and 
searched by the police was a person who was 
on bail on an attempted murder charge. 

On this page are a few of the happy faces 
from the day. 
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HILL 


STREET 
NEWS 


ill Street News is an occa- 


sional column, written in 

his own inimitable style, by 
Ray Hill, who was Searchlight’s 
mole inside the leadership of the 
British nazi right and the neo-nazi 
European terror networks in the 
1970s and 1980s. 


It’s been a month of ups and downs around 
the fascist and racist scene. On the downside 
was Ealing council’s decision to change the 
name of the Blair Peach First and Middle 
Schools in Southall. It smacked of political 
sectarianism and a meanness of heart that 
takes some beating. 

Blair Peach, a young teacher from New 
Zealand, was an ardent campaigner against 
the National Front in its heyday and died at 
the hands of the police during an anti-fascist 
counter-demonstration in Southall. He was 
beloved by all who knew him, especially the 
Asian community he so steadfastly defended 
and the children he taught in the fascist heart- 
land of east London. 

In an almost Stalinist attempt to remove his 
name from history, the local Conservative 


The February issue of New Order, journal of the US nazi group NSDAP/AO, published this picture of assorted nazi scum 


council has shown itself to be truly unworthy. 
His memory will live on for ever. 


Third Position con 


The International Third Positionists, led by 
former NF boss Nick Griffin and a small but 
perfectly formed band of mercenaries and con 
men, spent the end of last year putting up 
stickers and posters appealing for donations 
for child victims of Yugoslavia’s civil war. As 
they are about the last people in the world 
who would ever get charitable status, 
Searchlight’s telephone and those of many 
national newspapers did not stop ringing with 
complaints from all over the country. We 
understand the Charity Commissioners and 
fraud squads in various parts of the country 
are now investigating this scam. 

But this is not the only con carried out on 
the backs of the suffering people of 
Yugoslavia. The Huddersfield Examiner 


reported in January that £100,000-worth of 
local aid for Bosnia had been found aban- 
doned in warehouses in Dorset while the man 
who was supposed to be delivering the goods 
had turned up in Croatia with three former 
army colleagues. 


Detective Inspector Keith Duncan of 
Halesowen CID is heading an investigation 
after accusations were made that Jerry Pearce, 
who agreed to ship out £500,000 of aid on 
behalf of a Birmingham-based relief organi- 
sation, was more interested in being a merce- 
nary and had used the guise of working for a 
charity to get into Croatia. It was revealed 
later that Mr Pearce is a double bankrupt who 
is under investigation by the official receiver 
in Bournemouth. Pearce denied allegations 
that he and his friends were offering their ser- 
vices as paid mercenaries. 

Another man who turned up on active ser- 
vice over there is Ivan Farina, a 22-year-old 
from Dublin. He was said to be recovering 
from severe facial injuries suffered last 
November, when he was serving in the rank 
of lieutenant-commander with irregular 
forces attached to the Croatian HVO. The 
106th brigade, to which he was attached, is 
the so-called international brigade, which 
includes volunteers from far-right groups 
around the world. 


Recidivist on the loose 


With both sides of the House of Commons 
calling for more stringent sentencing of vio- 
lent criminals, I was shocked to hear that 
Tony “the mad bomber’ Lecomber, alias 
Wells, alias East, has recently enjoyed at least 
two three-day home visits from Wayland 
prison in East Anglia, where he is only a third 
of the way through a three-year sentence for a 
vicious assault on a young Jewish 
schoolteacher after a BNP east London rally. 
It seems not everybody in the prison service 
appreciates him being let loose on the public 
and Searchlight was informed that he was at 
home from 20 to 23 December 1992 and from 
15 to 18 January 1993. With C18 increasingly 


from several countries serving as mercenaries in Bosnia Herzegovina. These gutter scrapings gathered to greet their com- 


rade the French nazi leader Michel Faci 


12 Searchlight, March 1993 


active, one can only wonder how Mr 
Lecomber is spending his time away from 
prison. 


Whoops, sorry 


-PBRRNGCAN: SY 

—_ = + ' ~ 
Searchlight is always cautioning the anti-fas- — ga? 
cist movement about infiltration and black =e 
propaganda from the fascists, but we were ; ar 
certainly stung last month. For several 
months Searchlight has exposed nazis work- 
ing as civil servants or for local authorities. 
Its accurate information has led to the dis- 
missal of at least three of these nazis who had 
access to computers and people’s personal 
files. 

In January the Searchlight office received 
an anonymous tip-off that Barry Osborne, the 
BNP candidate in last year’s local election in 
Tower Hamlets, who scored 20 per cent of the 
poll, was working as a housing officer for the 
London Borough of Newham. Searchlight 
checked the telephone number and extension 
at the housing office and found a Barry 
Osborne. We stupidly did not pursue it fur- 
ther. The truth is that there is no connection 
between the BNP’s Barry Osborne and the Above: the vile racist Chanukah card sent to Jewish individuals and organisa- 
Newham council housing officer and I wish _ tions. Below: the helpful response of the Director of Public Prosecutions 
to apologise unreservedly for any embarrass- 
ment my article caused to either Newham 
council or its staff member Barry Osborne. 

However, one must wonder how the people 
who set Searchlight up knew of the existence 
of the housing officer. Did a member of the 


Mrs Barbara Milly QC 
Director of Public Prosecutions CPS 
Headquarters 
4-12 Queen Anne's Gate 
London SW1H 9AZ 


public who is a BNP member or sympathiser 
deal with him in his role as a housing officer, 
or is there really a BNP mole among 
Newham council’s staff? 

Still, we were cheered up by the news that 
the Australian authorities have banned David 
Irving, the Holocaust revisionist writer, from 
entering the country on one of his far too fre- 
quent speaking tours. I wonder if Mr Irving 
misunderstood the nature of the country. The 
fact that it was founded on the sweat and toil 
of people transported sometimes for organis- 
ing as trade unionists or for as little as steal- 
ing a loaf of bread might make him think that 
someone convicted in Germany of peddling 
lies and hate would be welcome there. Wrong 
again, David. 


Flim flam man 


Another person who seems remarkable at dis- 
torting facts or getting things wrong is Mr 
Shimon Samuels, the European director of the 
Simon Wiesenthal Centre of Los Angeles. 
The Jewish Chronicle of 12 February carried 
an article headed “Canary Islands used as 
base for racist mailing network’. This strange 
story does not name the villain of the piece 
and refers to the network’s material is if it had 
only just appeared. The fact is that Simon 
Wiesenthal, the veteran hunter of nazi war 
criminals, received hard-core pornographic 
material from Mr Dietlib Felderer, who oper- 
ates in Sweden and the Canary islands, more 
than a year ago. Searchlight wrote about it at 
the time. 

Felderer has been peddling his antisemitic 
Holocaust denial filth for more than 20 years. 
Sometimes it consists of pornographic line 
drawings; other times it appears in comic 
form, clearly aimed at young people. 
Felderer, who sometimes uses a series of 


Direct Line: 071-273 8098 
: Switchooard: 071-273 8152 
Our reference: D.QC 012/93 Focsimile: 071-222 0802 


Dx No: 2328 Victoria 
Tony Blair Esq MP 
House af Commons 
London SW1A O&A 


25 January 1993 


do. oh, hain é 
RE: “HAPPY CHANUCAH"/IT NEVER HAPPENED! JEWS REJOICE! 


Thank you fer your letter of 6 January 1993 enclosing material forwarded to you 
by Greville Janner MP. | have now received a full report on this matter from the 
Head of Special Casework Division, Crown Prosecution Service Headquarters. 


| should explain that, under section 19 of the Public Order Act 1986, a person who 
publishes or distributes written material which is threatening, abusive or insulting, 
is guilty of an offence if he intends to stir up racial hatred, or if racial hatred is 
likely to be stirred up. | am sure you will appreciate, therefore, that the terms of 
this offence are quite specific. 


The “Happy Chanucah” card and the leaflet "It Never Happened! Jews Rejoice!” 
have been curetully reviewed by senior lawyers, who consider that some of the 
contents are insulting under section 19 of the Act. However, since all of the 
identified recipients are Jewish, it is unlikely that the documents are intended, or 
likely, to stir up racial hatred against the Jewish people. 


The card anc leaflet nave also been considered under the Malicious 
Communications Act 1988, which makes it an offence to send or deliver leaflets 
or other articles for the purpose of causing distress or anxiety. It is considered that 
the contents of the two documents, in particular the Chanucah card, are of “a 
grossly offensive nature” as defined in section 1 of the Act. Accordingly, the 
Metropolitan Police have been asked to make enquiries, with a view to identifying 
the publishers or distributors of this material. 


1 am gratefui to you for bringing this matter to my attention, and | hope that my. 
explanation is helpful to you. 


vee ratty 
bess Alms 


BARBARA MILLS QC 
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cover names, has been in hot water with the 
authorities in Sweden on several occasions. 

The interesting way in which Felderer’s 
filth was funded came to light in the 1970s 
when it was noticed that the envelopes in 
which the hate mail was being sent had been 
through a postal franking machine at one of 
the Arab embassies in Stockholm. 

The only useful thing Samuels has done in 
this affair is to involve Beate Klarsfeld in a 
complaint to the Spanish authorities about 
Felderer’s operations in the Canary Islands. 

Searchlight became wary of Samuels a cou- 
ple of years ago, after he raised substantial 
sums of money for his organisation by claim- 
ing that he had uncovered nazi computer 
games in Germany. In fact Searchlight’s 
European editor, Graeme Atkinson, had 
obtained the computer disks and passed them 
on to Samuels, thinking he wanted them for 
research purposes. Neither Samuels nor his 
organisation have ever acknowledged 
Searchlight’s role in this major operation and 
all Searchlight received was reimbursement 
of the cost of purchasing the disks through 
some of our agents inside neo-nazi groups in 
Germany. We have come to expect this kind 
of stroke from Mr Samuels but we would 
advise the Jewish Chronicle to look carefully 
when it receives a story from him that is years 
out of date. 


DPP acts on antisemitic filth 


Action at last against the creatures who ped- 
dle antisemitic hate in Britain. Barbara Mills, 
QC, the Director of Public Prosecutions, in a 
letter to Tony Blair, Labour’s shadow home 
secretary, explained that there were grounds 
to prosecute the perpetrators of a fake “Happy 
Chanukah” card that was sent to people in the 
Jewish community all over Britain. The card 
contained Holocaust denial and other hateful 
material in the guise of 15 limericks. They 
also included threats, such as: “To Jewish 
vermin, may G-d send all his wrath of fury 
and rid this planet of evil, devil worshipping 
Jews once and for all.” 

The DPP considered the cards did not 


Dear Sir, 

Your attack on me for ‘hijacking’ your 
story on the killing of Paul Jenks is as unfair 
as it is wrong. 

It is entirely true, as I told Gerry Gable, 
that I had not read the Searchlight article on 
Paul’s death until he sent it to me at my 
request — after the Observer magazine pub- 
lished my story. 

My sources for the available facts sur- 
rounding his death came directly from Paul’s 
family and his girlfriend, the Spanish jour- 
nalist, Sandra Balsells, and other internation- 
al journalists. 

If you would care to read my piece prop- 
erly you will see the following paragraph: 
“Thanks to the efforts of Sandra Balsells, 
Julio Alonso and two other friends, Greg 
Marinovic and Hiedi Rinke, the international 
group Reporters Sans Frontieres has set up a 
special commission into the deaths of Paul 
Jenks and Christian Wurtenberg.” 

So, contrary to your assertion, I did name 
and thank my sources. 

Your article is ungenerous in not inform- 
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Victims of BNP thuggery, Natalie 
Edwards and her mother Caroline. 
Two-year-old Natalie was spat on dur- 
ing a BNP march in Bedford 


offend against the Public Order Act because 
all the recipients were Jewish, so the cards 
were not likely to stir up racial hatred against 
Jews. But they were considered to be action- 
able under the Malicious Communications 
Act 1988, which makes it an offence to send 
or deliver leaflets or other articles for the pur- 
pose of causing distress or anxiety. The cards 
were of “a grossly offensive nature” as 
defined in section | of the Act and Scotland 
Yard have been asked to make enquiries to 
identify the publishers and distributors of the 
material. 

The Malicious Communications Act is 
already in use against nazis. Michael Green, 
aged 47, of Furtherwick Road, Canvey Island, 
Essex, appeared at Brough magistrates court 
in February. He is charged with sending an 
obscene poem, “In praise of antisemitism, 
ode to a racist Jew”, in Willerby, Hull, send- 
ing a malicious communication and distribut- 


ing readers of Searchlight the following: 

1. That it mattered very much to me to find 
out as much as possible about who killed 
Paul Jenks — as we worked together in 


LETTER 


Osijek when it was under artillery attack 
from the Serbs. It was my first time under 
artillery fire and Paul with his black sense of 
humour and sharp good sense helped me 
come through unscathed. 

2.That I went to Liverpool, Wales, 
Slavonski Brod, Zagreb and Sarajevo in the 
search for the killers of Paul and Wurten- 
berg — original research not without some 


-Tisk. 


3. That I named the mercenaries who were 
with Wurtenberg when he was strangled, 
named the leading suspect for the killing of 
Wurtenberg and tracked down and inter- 
viewed the British mercenary who was the 
last member of the International Brigade to 
talk to Paul. 


ing a letter which caused fear or provocation 
of violence. He will appear in court again on 
10 March. 


Child abuse 


Talking about filth, a recent incident in 
Bedford takes some beating. As around 30 
members of the BNP marched through the 
town, a man spat in the face of a two-year-old 
girl for the sole reason that one of her parents 
is white and the other is black. Several of the 
marchers swore and hurled racial abuse at the 
mother, Caroline Edwards, because of her 
mixed race daughter and Asian children along 
the route of the march were also insulted. 

Is this what the BNP calls political activity 
these days? Ms Edwards probably had the 
right idea of how to deal with these nazi 
scum, when she told the local paper: “If my 
child spat I would smack her.” Then again, 
there might be at least one BNP leader who 
would enjoy it. 


Music, meetings, activity 
Anti-Fascist Action is gearing up for a spring 
campaign in London. A broad-based anti-fas- 
cist organisation has been formed in south- 
west London with the support of both AFA 
and Searchlight. It is hoped it will be able to 
combat the growing activities in southwest 
and west London by a newly formed BNP 
branch, a small but active NF unit and follow- 
ers of C18. 

This year’s Unity Carnival against racist 
attacks will take place on Tyneside in June, 
hosted by Tyne and Wear Anti-Fascist 
Association and a whole range of local and 
national organisations. Next month 
Searchlight will give details of how you can 
help sponsor and support this event. Ray Bell, 
the carnival coordinator, can be contacted at 
the TWAFA office on 091 232 4606. 

As signs are emerging of a nazi return to 
the football terraces in London, AFA and oth- 
ers were quick to leaflet Queens Park 
Rangers’ ground in west London, in an effort 
to nip this racist activity in the bud. 


None of this material appeared in your 
article. 

Nor did the description of Osijek zoo 
under shellfire. That is unsurprising. Unless 
you were hiding in the wild goat enclosure, 
you weren’t there. Paul and I was. 

I found your introduction of my good 
friend the late John Merritt into your attack 
on me cheap and objectionable. 

I have always admired Searchlight for its 
courageous investigations. It is because of 
this former respect — now, I’m afraid, gone — 
this matter closes with this letter. 

However, you and your readers might care 
to contribute to the Paul Jenks Memorial 
Award in memory of a great anti-war, anti- 
fascist, anti-propaganda photographer. 

Cheques should be payable to Sandra 
Balsells, account number 00114991, c/o the 
Paul Jenks Memorial Award, Halifax 
Building Society, 1-5 Bond Street, Ealing, 
London WS. 

Yours sincerely 
John Sweeney 
The Observer 
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ON THE WORLD 


Anti-nazi measures produce lull before the storm 


he German federal interior 

ministry has announced a 

major national publicity drive 
to combat right-wing extremism in the 
next two months. 


In what appears to be a desperate effort to 
put the nationalist toothpaste back into the 
tube before next year’s vital general election, 
the ministry said that the drive would concen- 
trated on schools. 

Special brochures, posters and videos will 
be produced to argue for “more tolerance 
towards foreigners”. Behind the campaign, 
said federal justice minister Sabine 
Leutheusser-Schnarrenberger at a meeting of 
the Frankfurt Jewish community, is the 
admission that “racist and vélkisch sentiment 
will remain a problem during the coming 
years.” “This”, she said, “holds true especial- 
ly in the face of forthcoming elections.” 

The FDP justice minister’s comments high- 
light the depth of the crisis in the CDU-FDP 
coalition government, with the FDP terrified 
of being wiped out by the fascist 
Republikaner Partei and being forced to criti- 
cise its Christian Democrat partners ever 
more openly. 

The Frankfurt speech was no exception. 
Leutheusser-Schnarrenberger waded _ into 
politicians (meaning Helmut Kohl’s CDU and 
the Bavarian CSU) who “cannot resist the 
temptation to snatch votes in a populist man- 
ner by going along with racist and vélkisch 


sentiments ... and talk about a new national 
consciousness and the ‘invasion’§ of 
foreigners’.” 


The portents for Germany’s future remain 
far from optimistic. 

Thanks to the sordid agreement by the 
opposition Social Democrats (SPD) to vote 
for changes to Article 16 of the constitution, 
which guarantees the right of asylum, atten- 


tion has switched back to Kohl’s government, 
with the racist element in the population wait- 
ing to see the outcome of the proposed 
changes. 

But it is unlikely that even a complete 
removal of Article 16 will change anything. It 
cannot alter the dire situations in Turkey, 
Yugoslavia and Romania, from where most of 
the 433,000 refugees in 1992 came, and it 
cannot persuade the neighbouring states of 
Poland and the Czech Republic to become 
dumping grounds for  asylum-seekers 
expelled from Germany. Both countries have 
angrily rejected deportations, mass or other- 
wise, by Germany to their territory as unac- 
ceptable. And it cannot change conditions in 
the Third World. 

It is most likely that the breathing space 
offered by Bonn’s recent bans on four tiny 
nazi groups, by the “compromise” with the 
SPD and by the heavy international pressure 
on Kohl will be short-lived. 

The immediate effect will probably be to 
weaken the impact of the fascist Republi- 
kaner Partei (REP) and Deutsche Volksunion 
(DVU) in this month’s state elections in 
Hessen, preventing them in most places from 
crossing the five per cent hurdle needed to 
win seats. 

The tide of nazi violence is likely to ebb 
temporarily while attention is turned to the 
government’s next moves. The evidence 
points in this direction already. Fascist terror, 
even allowing for the media’s latest ploy of 
not reporting incidents, has receded a little. 

However, this only conceals the gathering 
of a storm and the sudden pause has not 
stopped the nazi right from growing. In a 
statement made to the Deutsche Presse 
Agentur on 23 January, Ernst Uhrlau, chief of 
the Verfassungsschutz internal security ser- 
vice in Hamburg, warned that the number of 
organised rightwing extremists had risen dur- 
ing the winter months from 60,000 to 65,000. 
(These figures do not include the 23,000- 
strong REP.) 

Uhrlau commented: “In spite of all the soli- 
darity displays in the past few weeks, rash 
optimism is just not appropriate.” He added 
that he estimated the hard-core militant, ter- 
ror-orientated nazi scene to number at least 


The likely failure of the government’s asy- 
lum measures will have untold consequences 
because the fascist electoral right, principally 
the REP and the DVU, will capitalise upon it 
and will — just as after they were supposedly 
“outflanked” and written off at the time of 
reunification — come back even stronger. 

The state’s actions will give renewed 
encouragement to the violent neo-nazi scene 
because whatever the new regulations they 
cannot function without forcible action 
against refugees. 

While the state will move in with written 
deportation notices and police raids to drive 
out the refugees, the nazis will become the 
“fifth wheel” of the state, “encouraging” 
refugees to leave with the bullet, the bomb 
and the baseball bat. 

Other key factors will also come into play. 
Germany’s crisis has, to date, been social and 
political but not economic because, so far, the 
economy has escaped the worst effects of 
world recession. 

But reality is catching up rapidly and the 
German economy is getting weaker every 
day. Last year alone, more than £86 billion 
was poured into the five new eastern states in 
the form of tax cuts, subsidies and public sec- 
tor spending, in a bid to maintain the increas- 
ingly fragile social equilibrium that exists 
there and prevent total collapse. 

The burden of debt that this has caused 
defies the imagination: public sector debt for 
the whole of Germany now stands at a stag- 
gering £82 billion and is expected to be £1.17 
trillion by 1994. 

Most of this is borrowed money and is 
currently being repaid at an interest rate of 
12 per cent, a level which would normally 
fuel inflation. Germany has only evaded the 
consequences so far by maintaining artifi- 
cially high interest rates, strangling other 
west European economies and preparing sav- 
age domestic spending cuts. These cuts are 
part of a “solidarity pact” aimed at finding 
more funds to throw at the east German 
States. 

The scale of the cuts is awesome and 
affects especially the very young, the old, the 
homeless and the jobless. This last group is 
about to become a key political factor. 

Unemployment is now starting to soar. 
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Zero growth is predicted for the economy this 
year and contraction thereafter. The monthly 
unemployment figures for January give a 
glimpse of what is to come. 

Unemployment rocketed to 3.45 million 
nationally, an increase of 325,000 over 
December of 325,000. In the prosperous west, 
the figure leaped by 232,000 to 2,257,000 
(7.4 per cent), a rise of more than 20 per cent 
over the year. In the east, despite mountains 
of Bonn propaganda about unemployment 
being tackled, the jobless queues lengthened 
by 93,000 to bring the figure to 1,190,000 
(14.7%). 

To be added to these figures are the 2.1 
million on job creation schemes and the 
857,000 on short-time. This means a total of 
6.4 million people are out of work or staring 
unemployment in the face. 

Trade union and SPD leaders have labelled 
the dramatic rise in unemployment as a catas- 
trophe and have begun to compare it to the 
late 1920s and early 1930s. 

By the end of this year, the much-vaunted 
German “economic miracle” will be fit for 
burial and the question of jobs will be given 
much higher propaganda priority by both the 
electoral and street-active fascists. Then we 
shall hear much louder demands for the total 
removal of foreigners, demands which will be 
echoed in the population. 

The trade unions, organised in the 11.4 mil- 
lion member Deutsche Gewerkschaftsbund 
(DGB), could forestall much of this by lead- 
ing their members in a joint fight to preserve 
jobs, fight cuts and defeat the growing racism 
and reaction and by organising at rank and 
file level rather than at a bureaucratic level. 

The 15-minute strike against against racism 
and xenophobia by the 240,000-strong media 
and print union IG Medien on 29 January 
marked a step in the right direction. 

It also revealed the vacuousness of the 
much-proclaimed anti-racism of some of 
Germany’s employers. The German News- 
paper Publishers’ Association denounced the 
action as “legally impermissible” and print 
employers’ took the union to court in a bid to 
have the token action outlawed. 

They did not succeed but the court decided 
that this exercise in grass-roots democracy 
was only legal if supported by both employ- 
ers and unions — a de facto ban. 

The DGB will above all be confronted with 
the task of organising the unemployed, if only 
to try to seal them off from racist, antisemitic 
and fascist contagion. 

A barrier in the way of this more indepen- 
dent, fighting policy is the historic link with 
the SPD. The loyalty to the SPD and its elec- 
tion prospects for next year will inhibit the 
unions from taking any real independent 
initiatives. 

The tasks facing Germany’s big, but very 
fragmented, anti-fascist movement are 
immense and will escalate. There will be few 
easy options and activity must be broadened. 

The problem is that huge sections of what 
remains of the left and genuinely democratic 
and progressive forces cannot seem to make 
the mental leap necessary to grasp the seri- 
ousness of the situation. 

In a year or 18 months, this inability may 
come home with a vengeance, as the conse- 
quences of political, social and, now, eco- 
nomic crisis close in on them. 
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Minister resigns over Rostock 


Fascist terror in Germany has been carried 
out with the complicity of the state. This is 
the inescapable conclusion to be drawn from 
the revelations heard at the official inquiry 
into last August’s nazi pogrom in Rostock. 

Police evidence given at the inquiry in 
Schwerin confirms that negotiations took 
place and a deal was made between police 
and rioters on the night of 24 August 1992, 
when a home for Vietnamese “guest workers” 
was stormed by several hundred neo-nazis. 

According to chief inspector Waldemar 
Skrocki, who was in command of a police 
unit deployed that night, the overall comman- 
der, Jiirgen Deckert, concluded a 45-minute 
“cease-fire” with the mob and withdrew his 
forces from outside the besieged apartment 
block at 21.30. 

Within 10 minutes, the building, which still 
had 112 Vietnamese people and a handful of 
Germans inside, was invaded and set ablaze 
with volleys of petrol bombs, to loud cheers 
from thousands of local people. 

Lothar Kupfer, interior minister of 
Mecklenburg-Vorpommern, denied all knowl- 
edge of the deal but was contradicted by 
Dieter Hempel, chief of the Rostock police, 
who confirmed Skrocki’s testimony. On 11 
February, Kupfer resigned. 

Kupfer’s police are not the only part of the 
German state that has dirty hands. A report 
issued by the Bundeswehr Commissioner 
Alfred Biehle admits that at least 80 members 
of the German armed forces have been 
involved in as many as 68 nazi incidents, 
ranging from giving Hitler salutes to 
manslaughter. 

According to the same report, firearms 
were used in at least 14 incidents and at least 
four officers are known to have participated 
in violence on the homes of refugees and asy- 
lum-seekers. 

Whether these incidents are included in fig- 
ures issued by the Verfassungsschutz internal 
security service or the Bundeskriminalamt 
federal police agency is not known. 

On 12 January, the Verfassungsschutz 
released its final count of nazi violence in 
1992. The figures showed a total of 2,285 
“violent acts with proven or alleged right- 
extremist motivation” had been registered, a 
50 per cent increase on 1991. The 


Hundreds of thousands of 
Germans demonstrated 
against antisemitism, 
racism and fascism on 30 
January, the 60th anniver- 
sary of the handover of 
power to Hitler. 
The biggest turn-out _ 
was in Berlin where more 
than 100,000 marched 
under the slogan “Never 
Again!” and linked the = 
two parts of the formerly 
divided city, 


- StTFatl 


and local anti-fascist 
groups, took place in 
Bonn, Hanover, Dresden, 
Frankfurt, Augsburg, 


Nationwide jan. 
anti-nazi 


Verfassungsschutz claimed 2,033 of the 
reported attacks were aimed at foreigners and 
refugees, an increase of 62 per cent over the 
previous year. 

The death toll was given as 17 people 
(independent observers put the figure at 26). 
According to the internal security service, 
more than 70 per cent of the perpetrators of 
violence are aged under 21. Only 2 per cent 
of the perpetrators were over 30. 

Recent weeks have seen a reduction in the 
level of terror but it has far from disappeared. 
Despite increasingly sparse media reporting 
of nazi attacks, Searchlight has been able to 
monitor, with the help of the office of Ulla 
Jelpke, a PDS Bundestag member, the follow- 
ing violence since 3 January: 

3 January, Bonn. Anti-fascist woman 
severely injured by nazis in a planned raid on 
a restaurant. Other guests look on. Malchow. 
Firebomb assault on refugee centre. 

4 January, Schleusingen. Jewish cemetery 
desecrated for the third time in two years. 
Sankt Kilian. Jewish cemetery badly dam- 
aged. Munich. Ghanaian priest and refugee 
found hanged after being ordered to leave 
Germany. Fiirstenberg. Soviet war cemetery 
desecrated by neo-nazis. 

5 January, Neustadt an der Donau. Fascist 
youths smash their way into a home for 
refugees, who defend themselves and put 
their attackers to flight. Flérsheim. Jewish 
cemetery wrecked and gravestones pitched 
into a nearby stream. Mettman. An emergen- 
cy centre for refugees burned to the ground. 
Berlin, Alt Moabit. A 38-year-old Turkish 
man stabbed to death. 

6 January, Erfurt. Czech visitor attacked, 
beaten and robbed by nazi skinheads. Jena. 
Residents gethate-mail blitz from neo-nazis. 

7 January, Hochheim, Jewish cemetery 
desecrated. 

8 January, Halle. Nazis storm flat belong- 
ing to Vietnamese family, shooting one, 
wounding him slightly and forcing three oth- 
ers to leap to safety from a first-floor window. 
Police refuse to accept “any political motive”. 
Rudolstadt. Four Vietnamese asylum-seekers 
hospitalised by ten fascists. 

9 January, Fischersdorf. Twenty nazi skin- 
heads, equipped with CB radios, invade and 
attack local dance party, completely wrecking 


Rostock was heavily criti- 
cised by anti-fascists for 
allowing the interior min- 
ister of Mecklenburg- 
Vorpommern, Lothar 
Kupfer, to play a leading 


Kupfer, who marched 
alongside President von 
Weisziicker, was responsi- 
ble for racist statements _ 
_August’s pogrom in the _ 


city. 


Neues Deutschland 


The Ku Klux Klan in Bonn? No, Social Democrats with bad consciences on their 


way to the asylum debate 


interior of building and wounding many 
guests. Fifteen arrested later. Police searches 
at their homes discover weapons and large 
quantities of fascist propaganda material. 
Eisenberg, racists beat and _— stab 
Mozambican. Munich. Twenty-six-year-old 
Albanian refugee knifed and wounded by 
racists. Hirschberg. Two neo-nazis savagely 
assault and shoot pub owner who ordered 
them to leave pub. Frankfurt am Main. Nazi 
skinhead gang attacks three anti-fascists after 
meeting of the nazi Junge National-demokrat- 
en and throws them into the frozen river 
Main, where one of the anti-fascists has to be 
rescued by the fire brigade. 

10 January, Klosterfelde-Trattendorf. 
Fascist arson attack on hostel for asylum- 
seekers. Miihlberg. Fascists raid refugee cen- 
tre. Jettingen-Scheppach. Ten masked nazis, 
trained in martial arts, raid village hall 
screaming “sieg heil” and beat villagers 
rehearsing for traditional February carnival. 
Several women kicked and beaten and several 
men hospitalised. Ten people in all badly 
injured. 

11 January, Limburg. Racist sets ablaze 
car parked in front of a hostel for asylum- 
seekers. Aschaffenburg. Fascist arson attack 
on home for refugees. 

12 January, Potsdam. Police uncover fas- 
cist weapons hoard in home of 29-year-old 
man. Weapons include Kalashnikov automat- 
ic rifle and fragmentation grenades. 
Strausberg. Nazis break into anti-fascist’s 
garage and wreck minibus and two other 
vehicles, smearing them with swastikas. 

16 January. Garbsen. Six nazis firebomb 
refugee hostel by climbing onto neighbouring 
garage and hurling Molotov cocktails through 
the window. Magdeburg. Police arrest 148 
fascist hooligans as they march towards anti- 
violence demonstration. 

17 January. Niirnberg. Pipe bomb attack 
on house where both German and foreign 
families are resident. 

18 January. Arnstadt. Forty-six-year-old 
man brutally beaten and left unconscious in 
middle of busy crossroads. He dies after 
being run over by two cars. 

21 January, Zielitz. Racist youths set 
refugee home on fire. Drachhausen and 
Briesen. Two men arrested after police 
swoop uncovers illegally stockpiled weapons. 

22 January, Freiburg. Kerstin Winkler, a 
woman anti-fascist activist, is murdered by a 


parcel bomb. Motive for the killing still not 
known. 

23 January, Boizenburg. Clash in dis- 
cothéque between  asylum-seekers and 
German youths. Augsburg. Five bullets fired 
into Turkish restaurant. Luckily, none of the 
60 guests hurt. Arnstadt. Two homeless men 
killed in mysterious blaze at hostel. Fascists 
believed to be responsible. Michendorf. 
Polish lorry driver attacked by three fascists 
at motorway service area. Leipzig. Algerian 
man attacked, stabbed and seriously wounded 
by fascists. Halbe. Thirty nazis, including 
Frank Hiibner, chief of the outlawed 
Deutsche Alternative, take part in illegal 
wreath-laying ceremony. 

24 January, Munich. Two nazi skinheads 
brutally attack foreigner in road tunnel. 
Eisenhiittenstadt. Fascists desecrate Jewish 
cemetery. 

25 January, Duisburg-Hamborn. Five 
people injured and 70 refugees have to be res- 
cued by firefighters with turn-table ladders 
after arson attack on refugee hostel. 

26 January, Berlin. Members of the Adass 
Yisroel Jewish congregation receive letters 
telling them to leave Germany by 30 January, 
the 60th anniversary of the handover of 
power to Hitler. 

27 January, Plau. Refugee hostel razed to 
the ground in suspected nazi attack. 

28 January, Dresden. Nazis storm meeting 
of leftwing punks causing a massive brawl. 
One person stabbed and wounded almost 
fatally. Munich. Seventeen-year-old Turkish 
girl shot in face and seriously wounded by 
fascists with gas pistol. 

29 January, Liibbenau. School badly dam- 
aged by daubings of swastikas and nazi slo- 
gans. Renningen. Italian man’s hand blown 
off in parcel bomb explosion. Police suspect 
xenophobic motives. Spremberg. Nazis hoist 
imperial war flag on top of local monument. 

31 January, Adelebsen, near Géttingen. 
Four fascist skinheads attack and maliciously 
wound youth. 

1 February. Siegen. Handicapped and 
almost totally blind man kicked to death by 
fascist skinheads. 
SOURCES:die tagezeitung; Frankfurter 
Rundschau; Berliner Zeitung; Géttinger 
Tageblatt, Siiddeutsche Zeitung; Neues 
Deutschland; Junge Welt; Die Welt; 
Frankfurter Allgemeine Zeitung; Der Spiegel; 
Leipziger Volkszeitung; ZDF TV. 


Death camp doctor 
resigns 


Hans-Joachim Sewering, a former Nazi doc- 
tor, has stepped down as president-elect of the 
World Medical Association following mas- 
sive international protests. 

Sewering, aged 76, who joined the SS in 
1933 (membership number 143000) and 
Hitler’s NSDAP (number 1858805) in 1934, 
claimed that he was driven from office by the 
World Jewish Congress (WJC), which had 
called for a boycott of the World Medical 
Association if he took up his post. 

In fact, before the WJC got involved, mem- 
bers of the German Physicians’ Chamber had 
publicised details of Sewering’s Nazi past and 
won the support of doctors in Canada, the 
USA and Israel. 

Further damning evidence against 
Sewering came in affidavits from four nuns 
and a hospital director who had worked with 
him at the hospital in Dachau. The affidavits 
stated that he had knowingly sent a 14-year- 
old epileptic girl to a so-called “healing clin- 
ic’, where she was gassed. 

The nuns and the doctor said in their state- 
ment: “In the interest of the memory of these 
criminally murdered people we cannot remain 
silent any longer.” 

They pointed out that the Dachau hospital 
sent more than 900 mentally and physically 
handicapped people to their deaths at nazi 
murder centres known as “healing clinics” 
between 1940 and 1944 as part of Hitler’s 
euthanasia programme, which ultimately 
claimed more than 100,000 lives. 

Sewering admitted membership of both the 
NSDAP and the SS but said that this had 
“nothing to do with the general SS”. He 
accused his opponents of using “ancient his- 
tory” against him. 

Astonishingly, despite fierce opposition to 
Sewering among German doctors, the head of 
the German Physicians’ Chamber, Karsten 
Vilmars, backed him all the way and 
denounced the protests against him as “a 
defamation campaign by the World Jewish 
Congress”. 

Sewering’s past was clearly well known to 
the older generation of doctors who did noth- 
ing to stop him holding the Chamber presi- 
dency from 1973 to 1978 or to intervene 
while he was treasurer of the World Medical 
Association from 1971. 

A campaign has now begun inside the 
Chamber to force Vilmars’s resignation, on 
the grounds that “he lacks the necessary sen- 
sitivity required in a time of rising nazism, 
rightwing extremism and antisemitism”. 

In today’s Germany disabled people have 
once again become the victims of the new 
nazis. 

More than 50,000 mainly handicapped peo- 
ple took part in a demonstration in Cologne 
on 9 January against neo-nazism. This 
demonstration was the first of its kind to be 
organised by disabled people. 

Since the autumn, organisations of the dis- 
abled have pointed to a rising number of vio- 
lent nazi attacks on handicapped people as 
well as against the homeless. 

However, as the Cologne demonstration 
shows, the disabled are fighting back. A 
group of disabled people at an occupational 
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centre in Kaltenkirchen refused to work on a 
brochure folding job for a video copying firm 
when they saw that the videos into which the 
brochures were to be inserted were propagan- 
da films about the murderous Waffen-SS. 

Last month, Walter Herrlinger, the presi- 
dent of the Association of the Disabled 
warned that disabled people “are increasingly 
becoming the target of violent actions by the 
radical right”. 

In particular, the Association quoted a 
Darmstadt police officer who said: “With the 
return of the right, it is not only the foreigners 
who will get it but also the disabled.” The 
same police officer told a handicapped per- 
son: “They must have forgotten to gas you.” 

On 22 January, two neo-nazi skinheads 
were charged with the horrific murder of a 
55-year-old handicapped man whom they 
assaulted and then kicked and trampled to 
death after finding out that he was almost 
totally blind. 

There is mounting hostility towards the 
handicapped in Germany. For example, a 
judge recently ordered a travel agency to pay 
a refund to a couple who found they had to 
share a hotel breakfast room each day with a 
party of severely handicapped people. 

In Ellerhoop in north Germany, residents 
have mounted a vicious campaign against the 
Workers’ Welfare organisation for its plans to 
open a care centre for the mentally ill. More 
than 1,000 local people have received anony- 
mous, well produced leaflets, painting a 
frightening vision of “rape and attempted 
murders” by the patients. 


NPD officers nabbed 
for bombings 


Heinrich Forster, the deputy leader of the 
neo-nazi National §Demokratischepartei 
Deutschlands (NPD), has been arrested in 
Tangstedt, near Hamburg. 

Forster, 65, was detained in connection 
with the nazi atrocity in M6lln last November 
in which three Turkish people were murdered 
in a firebomb attack. 

In addition to his association with the man 
accused of the Mdlln firebombing, Michael 
Peter, who delivered leaflets and stuck up 
posters for the NPD, Forster has been charged 
with another NPD activist, Riidiger Klasen, 
and 10 other nazis with a brutal petrol bomb 
attack on a refugee hostel in Bahlen, in 
Mecklenburg-Vorpommern, in July last year. 

A police dragnet has also caught a leading 
member of the banned Nationale Offensive, 
Christian Sennlaub, during a raid in the 
Nordrhein-Westfalen town of Witten. 

Sennlaub now faces charges of founding a 
criminal association and of enlisting a man 
for a foreign military service, in this case the 
Croatian Defence Forces, led by the Ustashi 
fascist Dobroslav Paraga. 


Catalogue of infamy 


“The Jews and the Poles are the biggest 
exploiters of the German taxpayer,” in the 
words of Heinrich Basilius Streithofen at a 
meeting in Meppen in western Germany last 
October. 
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Heinrich Basilius Streithofen is not a neo- 
nazi street agitator or an former SS relic of 
the Third Reich. In fact, he is a Dominican 
priest and personal chaplain to Chancellor 
Helmut Kohl. 

Streithofen is now the subject of a private 
prosecution by the Jewish community in the 


state of Niedersachsen. In any civilised and — 


democratic country, remarks like his made by 
a man in his position would have attracted 
headlines and created a national scandal. 

Not so in the new Grofdeutschland, where 
antisemitism has become so commonplace 
that Streithofen’s comments no longer stand 
out. They got a mere 28 lines in the liberal 
Frankfurter Rundschau on 27 January. 

Since the horrific atrocity in MOlln last 
November, threats and attempted intimidation 
of Germany’s 40,000 Jews have grown. 

Jerzy Kanal, president of the Jewish com- 
munity in Berlin, has pointed to the changing 
atmosphere, describing how openly anti- 
semitic hate mail sent to his office is no 
longer anonymous. “This situation would 
have been unthinkable five years ago”, he 
says, “but antisemitism has again become 
presentable.” 

Ralph Giordano, the renowned Jewish 
German author and film director, has put the 
problem even more squarely by urging Jewish 
Germans to arm themselves and their fami- 
lies. “We will never again face our mortal 
enemies defenceless,” he has warned. 

Giordano delivered his warning following 
the Rostock pogrom, the nazi firebombing 
and destruction of the Jewish barracks at the 
former Sachsenhausen concentration camp 
and the incident in which swastikas were 
scratched on the official car of Leah Rabin, 
wife of Israeli premier Yitzhak Rabin, during 
a state visit to Germany. 

In January, Ralf Kiilz, the well known 
Jewish German communications scientist, 
made public the numerous telephone calls he 
had received, telling him to get out of 
Germany by 30 January or be shot. The date 
is the 60th anniversary of the handover of 
power to Adolf Hitler. 

Kiilz had already attracted publicity when 
his Jewish origins became a key issue in his 
application for the post of cultural adviser to 
the Bavarian city of Regensburg. 

Similar threats were also to the Adass 
Yisroel Jewish community in Berlin, whose 
cemetery in Weissensee has frequently been 
desecrated by gangs of neo-nazis. 

But the nazis’ chief hate figure is Ignatz 
Bubis, head of the Central Council of German 
Jews. Since taking office in September, after 
the death of his predecessor Heinz Galinski, 
Bubis has been targeted for the most vile 
abuse because of his outspoken opposition to 
changes in the asylum laws, his sharp criti- 
cism of the government and his courageous 
defence of all victims of racism. 

He too gets the filth and hate mail — again 
often not anonymous — and has been told 
publicly by an elected representative of 
Helmut Kohl’s Christian Democratic Union 
(CDU) in Rostock: “Your homeland is in 
Israel, not Germany.” 

In January Bubis received a letter from 
another elected representative of the CDU, 
one Franz-Dieter Schlagkamp, mayor of 
Senheim in Nordrhein-Westfalen. 

The letter, addressed to “the chief Jew”, 


PROTEST! 


DEUTSCHE 


Election literature from the neo-nazi 
Deutsche Volksunion delivered to all 
homes in Frankfurt. The party says all 
the “old parties” have no new ideas 
and are corrupt. It calls on voters to 
vote DVU for a “clean Frankfurt”. No 
need to explain what that means 


said: “I am glad to be mayor of a small com- 
munity of 700 people that has no Jews who 
can disturb our daily peace with their pushi- 
ness ... and I pray to God we shall never have 
any. 

Schlagkamp has resigned. Streithofen has 
not, nor has Kohl sacked him. And the rot 
extends even deeper into the CDU, whose 
youth organisation has now been uncovered 
as the publisher of antisemitic hate material in 
Niedersachsen. 

In this kind of atmosphere, it is not surpris- 
ing that antisemitism is taking on a more vio- 
lent character. The number of desecrations of 
Jewish cemeteries and other property in 1992 
stood, officially, at 77, double the figure for 
the previous year. 

The Berlin daily, die tagezeitung, listed 
some of these outrages on 30 January. 
Because of the gravity of the situation, 
Searchlight is reproducing the list for its 
international readers. 

10 January 1992, Friedrichsfelde. Graves 
of Jewish communists daubed with swastikas 
and Stars of David. 

12 April, Weissensee. Thirty gravestones 
smashed in Jewish cemetery. 

19 April, Halberstadt. Memorial to Jewish 
victims of National Socialism severely dam- 
aged. 

20 April, Berlin. Jewish memorial van- 
dalised by neo-nazi. 

26 April, Berlin. Fifty-five gravestones 
destroyed in the Weissensee Jewish cemetery. 

9 May, Kiel. Thirty gravestones vandalised. 
Authorities cover up the incident for six 
weeks. 

31 May, Staufenberg-Mainzlar. Memorial 
destroyed. 

19 July, Erfurt. Pigs’ heads found on 
Jewish community property with the note: 
“Pigs must die. Galinski as well. The more 
Jews the better.” 

19 August, Hamburg. Memorial plaques 
and monument to the victims of Nazism 


daubed with swastikas and nazi slogans. 

26 August, Munich. Old Jewish cemetery 
desecrated. Fifteen gravestones destroyed. 

31 August, Berlin. Bomb attack on Jewish 
memorial at the Piitlitz bridge. 

5 September, Berlin. Adass Yisroel com- 
munity cemetery desecrated. 

12 September, Koblenz. Half the grave- 
stones demolished in_ historic Jewish 
cemetery. 

15 September, Berlin. Adass Yisroel ceme- 
tery desecrated again. 

25 September, Sachsenhausen. Nazis burn 
down museum for the Jewish victims of 
National Socialist terror. 

26 September, Cottbus. Memorial stone 
commemorating Reichspogromnacht 1938 
wrecked. 

30 September, Nordhausen. Memorial to 
victims of the Holocaust damaged. 

2 October, Bad Cannstadt. Seven Jewish 
graves daubed with swastikas. 

3 October, Strausberg. Jewish cemetery 
desecrated. 

4 October, Berlin. Offices of support group 
for Russian Jewish immigrants wrecked in 
nazi attack. Dortmund. Jewish cemetery 
heavily desecrated. 

7 October, Karlsruhe. Fifteen Jewish 
graves daubed with antisemitic slogans. 

18 October, Berlin-Marzahn. Hostel for 
Jewish immigrants attacked by nazi skinhead 
troop and windows smashed. 

21 October, Ravensbriick. Former crema- 
torium firebombed. Incident covered up for 
several days by the authorities because of 
British Queen’s state visit. 

24 October, Birnau am Bodensee. Jewish 
concentration camp victims’ cemetery 
desecrated. Uberlingen. Desecration of 
memorial to concentration camp victims 
destroyed. 

30 October, Stuttgart. Jewish cemetery 
sprayed with nazi and antisemitic slogans. 

3 November, Wuppertal-Barmen. Ninety 
Jewish graves desecrated in neo-nazi raid. 

4 November, Michelstadt/Odenwald. 
Twelve Jewish gravestones destroyed by neo- 
nazis. 

8 November, Frankfurt am Main. Eight 
Jewish graves desecrated. Leipzig. Walls of 
Jewish cemetery daubed with antisemitic slo- 
gans and swastikas. 

9 November, Wuppertal. Fifty-three-year- 
old man beaten, burned alive and then 
dumped across the border in the Netherlands 
by nazis. Motive was that the man “was a 
Jew”. 

14 November, Biirgel, near Offenbach. 
Fifteen Jewish gravestones heavily damaged 
in antisemitic attack. 

18 November, Miinzenberg. Memorial to 
the Jewish victims of National Socialism 
daubed. Bensheim. Site of former synagogue 
desecrated with swastika daubings and Star of 
David ripped off memorial. 

25 November, Gottingen. Jewish memorial 
maliciously damaged. 

7 December. Guben. Jewish cemetery 
wrecked and sprayed with antisemitic and 
nazi slogans, SS runes and swastikas. 

11 December. Arnstadt. Memorial to 
Jewish victims of Nazis again criminally 
damaged. 

13. December, Oberschénweide _ near 
Berlin. Memorial to Jewish conservative 


politician, murdered by fascists in 1922, 
sprayed with swastikas and nazi hate slogans. 

20 December, Leipzig. Jewish graves dese- 
crated and cemetery walls daubed with 
swastikas and nazi slogans. 


Without pity 


Two young girls severely burned in a nazi 
fire-bomb attack in Hiinxe in October 1991 
will receive no financial compensation or 
damages, because they are from the Lebanon 
and therefore not European. 

This nakedly racist decision against, 
Mokados and Zeinab Saado, aged 7 and 9, 
was announced by the Nordrhein-Westfalen 
authorities at the end of January. 

The official reason given for this outra- 
geous decision is that there is “no legal basis” 
to justify payment of such compensation. 
However, the ruling was greeted with outrage 
by SPD and Green politicians and has result- 
ed in moves to change the regulations to 
enable foreigners to receive compensation for 
injuries suffered in racist attacks. 


AUSTRIA 


Haider forces 
immigration debate 


Jérg Haider’s Austrian Freedom Party (FPO) 
has suffered a major split after its “Austria 
First” petition failed to reach its much publi- 
cised target of 780,000 signatures. This figure 


Jorg Haider, leader of the FPO, in hap- 


pier times 


is the number of votes the FPO received in 
the general election of 1990. 

The petition, a 12-point plan aimed at halt- 
ing all immigration to Austria and preventing 
refugees from entering the country, was 
signed by 417,000 people, 7.37 per cent of 
the electorate, still enough to force a debate 
on the issue in the Austrian parliament. 

Despite being described by a disappointed 
Haider as a defeat, the willingness of so many 
people openly to sign such a petition indicates 


that perhaps twice as many might vote for it 
in the secrecy of a polling booth. 

However, the setback has for the moment 
caused Haider a few problems. Five of the 


leaders of the so-called “liberal” camp in the 


FPO have resigned from the party, viewing 
this as a convenient moment to strike a blow 
against Haider. 

They will launch a new organisation, the 
Liberal Forum, which they hope will secure 
the backing of the Liberal International, to 
which Haider’s party is still affiliated. 

The departure of the liberals led by Heide 
Schmitt, the FPO’s former presidential candi- 
date, will accelerate the metamorphosis of the 
FPO into a fully-fledged fascist party. 

Public anti-racist actions have grown in 
recent weeks and only days before the 
announcement on | February of the petition 
result, more than 250,000 people demonstrat- 
ed in Vienna against xenophobia, a protest 
which obviously stayed the hand of many 
potential signers of the petition. 

Nevertheless, on the day after the demon- 
stration — the biggest in Vienna since the war 
— voters in Graz, Austria’s second largest city, 
gave the FPO 20.3 per cent of the vote, dou- 
ble its previous electoral support there. 


From our Austrian correspondent 


THE NETHERLANDS 


Man paralysed by 
nazi gunman 


A leading Dutch neo-nazi could face attempt- 
ed murder charges after shooting a man on 22 
January. 

Gerrit Gerritsma is a member of the Dutch 
section of the Action Front of National 
Socialists, a sister organisation to the German 
nazi Gesinnungsgemeinschaft der Neue Front 
(GdNF). 

Gerritsma carried out the shooting in a bar 
in the Fresian town of Bolsward, after making 
racist remarks about a black guest. When 
asked by other white visitors to pack it in, 
Gerritsma started a scuffle, but then left the 
bar and lurked outside. 

An hour later, one of the men who had 
“harassed” him left the bar. Gerritsma chal- 
lenged him, pulled a gun, stuck it to the man’s 
throat and squeezed the trigger, shooting him 
at point-blank range before walking away and 
laughing loudly. 

Police picked up Gerritsma at his home a 
little later, while his victim was rushed to 
hospital for life-saving emergency treatment. 
The man has since been told he will be paral- 
ysed for life on one side of his body. 

This is not Gerrit Gerritsma’s first venture 
into violence. For the past one and a half 
years he has been terrorising Bolsward, his 
home town, and the nearby town of 
Leeurwarden. 

Besides engaging in what the ANS nazis 
call “propaganda actions” — daubing walls 
and plastering nazi stickers everywhere — 
Gerritsma has taken part in bloody assaults on 
gays, squatters and foreigners, as well as van- 
dalising their property. He also has a side-line 
in car theft. 


From our Dutch correspondent 


Searchlight, March 1993 19 


THE MEN WHO WOULD BE FUHRER 


No. 3 Leif Eric Zeilon 


An occasional series on 
the leaders of the neo- 


nazi movement in Europe. 


ith the exception of Per Engdahl, 
the wartime fascist leader, later 
famed for his role in the so-called 


Malmé6 Brown International formed in 1952, 
Sweden’s gallery of nazi bosses has never 
amounted to much, despite a seemingly 
never-ending line of less than bright 
contenders. 

The post-war generation includes such 
notable writeoffs as Stefan Herrmann, once a 
hyperactive leader of the racist Sweden Party; 
Lasse Lindh, a failed burglar who is now 
boldly leading the Sweden Party into obliv- 
ion; the Géran Assar and Vera Oredsson cou- 
ple, rulers of the Nordic Reich Party happily 
united in their love for Hitler; and lawyer Ulf 
Hamacher, one-time leader of Sweden’s 
National League and a founder of the 
Swedish-Chilean Friendship Society, who 
managed to get himself deported from Chile 
during Pinochet’s fascist dictatorship. 
Bringing up the rear is Sven Lundehall, who 
runs the Free Union Party, whose only mem- 
ber is the bust of Hitler that he keeps in his 
front yard. 

More recent arrivals on the scene include 
Leif Larsson, the leader of the Reich Front, 
who is currently doing time for his part in a 
violent assault; the “reverend” Tommy Rydén 
of Church of the Creator fame, now busy 
purging part of his unfaithful congregation; 
and Percy Brunstrém, boss of the Swedish 
Socialist Workers’ Party, who considers it a 
big success when 20 drunken louts turn up for 
his “rallies”. 

Let’s face it. Saddam Hussein is more pop- 
ular in Sweden than this lot and Donald Duck 
is a more likely vote-winner. Their prime 
achievement is that, more than the combined 
efforts of anti-fascists, they have brought the 
Swedish nazi movement to the brink of 
despair. 

Not that the movement is not capable of the 
usual vile panoply of “activities”: they can 
break skulls, rob banks or torch refugee cen- 
tres as well as anybody and not even the 
American Ku Klux Klan can match the more 
magnificent cross-burnings. 

The problem is the leaders and no manage- 
ment course of the kind once suggested by 
Anders Klarstrém, the piss-artist chair of the 
Sweden Democrats, can ever conceal the fact. 

However, in addition to Klas Lund, the 
self-proclaimed terrorist White Aryan 
Resistance (VAM) fiihrer, now in jail for six 
years, there is in fact a backroom chief: Leif 
Ericsson, alias Zeilon. 

Although he has never formally appeared 
as the chairman of any organisation, his role 
as an ever-present éminence grise for the past 
two decades cannot be underestimated. While 
lacking the necessary charisma needed to be a 
figurehead, Zeilon’s organisational skills and 
his influence in the modern neo-nazi move- 
ment is unquestioned. 

Born Leif Zeilon on 24 November 1950, he 
legally changed his name from the intergalac- 
tic sounding Zeilon to the more commonly 
Scandinavian Ericsson in 1987. However, it is 
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The Swedish nazi movement's back- 
ground wire -puller, Leif Zeilon 


as Zeilon that he began his career in the 
1970s and under which he gained notoriety. 

According to our records, Zeilon acquired 
his early political education in an early 1970s 
outfit called the Democratic Alliance, an 
organisation intimately connected with the 
Swedish arm of the World Anti-Communist 
League (WACL). The Democratic Alliance 
(DA), whose main purpose was to counter the 
growth of the left in the 1970s and to back the 
US war of aggression in Vietnam, was report- 
edly funded by the US Information Service, 
operating out of the US embassy in 
Stockholm. 

Then chaired by the tiresome and now- 
deceased Anders Larsson, a one-time suspect 
in the Olof Palme assassination, the DA 
attracted assorted riffraff, including slick lib- 
ertarian propagandists and failed conserva- 
tives as well as ardent neo-nazis who hob- 
nobbed with the Nordic Reich Party (NRP) 
leadership. 

Such groupings are never built to last and 
the DA went out of fashion after two NRP 
terrorists bombed its headquarters in 1974. 
What young Zeilon thought of the bombers is 
anybody’s guess but, according to Goran 
Assar Oredsson, Zeilon was soon exchanging 
“candid” and “open-minded” letters with the 
NRP. Oredsson should know. He was the 
NRP’s leader and kept all his correspondence 
in case it might come in handy in the future. 

Also according to Oredsson, who does not 
mind spelling out Zeilon’s past, Zeilon even 
signed up for a while as an NRP member. 
Today Zeilon, who leads a competing organi- 
sation, forcefully denies such unsavoury con- 
nections and claims he has never met Goran 
Assar Oredsson and that the alleged letters 
are “forgeries”. When questioned further by 
journalists, Zeilon claimed he had filed 
charges with the police about the alleged 
forgeries, but one source reports that his com- 
plaint cannot be located in police records. 

By the late 1970s, Zeilon had begun to 
move on, his basic politics cemented during a 


half-year long visit to Rhodesia with some 
friends from the NRP. Zeilon was reportedly 
impressed by Ian Smith’s racist regime. Some 
of Zeilon’s pals later said they were invited to 
join the Rhodesian defence forces as merce- 
naries but declined and returned to Sweden. 

By the late 1970s, it was already obvious 
that the strategies and politics of old guard 
nazi organisations like the NRP were hope- 
lessly obsolete and a new generation of hard- 
line racists started scratching around for new 
sources: of inspiration. One of these was the 
National Front in Britain, whose antics 
seemed to provide an attractive and success- 
ful formula. Ironically the Swedes picked up 
on the NF just as it was about to implode. 
Nevertheless the launch in 1979 of Keep 
Sweden Swedish (BSS) was an attempt to 
drag Swedish fascism into the modern world. 

There are deeply conflicting reports about 
how the BSS was actually formed, but a reli- 
able report indicates that it emerged out of a 
gathering of six key racists at an apartment in 
the south of Stockholm. Certainly the BSS 
was very much the brainchild of Zeilon, who 
argued for the establishment of an anti-immi- 
grant organisation able to distance itself from 
the outdated openly nazi groups who were 
still strangled by their historical roots. 
Zeilon’s apparent view was that the young 
must take the lead and present themselves as 
concerned patriots. So, just like the British 
nazi NF, the BSS avoided traditional fascist 
symbols and flew the Swedish national flag 
instead. 

From humble beginnings, the BSS grew 
into a surprisingly vital organisation with 8- 
900 activists and easily outnumbered groups 
like the NRP. It became a political hothouse 
fostering a new generation of racist activists 
and streetwise thugs, many of whom can be 
found today in the murderous terrorist 
Storm/VAM network. 

Although Zeilon made huge efforts to 
remain personally unconnected with the racist 
scene by hiding behind the pseudonym 
“Eric Johansson” in the early years, his cover 
was blown and he was splashed across the 
front pages in 1980 following a television 
exposure of the BSS. Zeilon’s fellow workers 
at the cooperative-owned BPA construction 
giant, where he was employed as a computer 
operator, were shocked by his secret life 
as a fascist leader. He was fired within hours, 
a fact later used by the BSS to claim there 
was a Bolshevik conspiracy to sack “honest 
patriots”. 

Though his name has been known ever 
since, Zeilon has shunned publicity, prefer- 
ring to lead from behind the scenes — quite 
the opposite to the likes of Filip Dewinter, the 
Belgian nazi leader, and Bela-Ewald Althans, 
a top German fascist. He makes few, if any, 
media appearances and very few photographs 
of him exist. 

In organisational matters, his tactic is to let 
others front for him. The BSS was officially 
run by Sven Davidsson, a veteran fascist relic 
from Per Engdahl’s New Swedish Movement. 


In 1987, as the BSS merged with the populist 
Progress Party to become the fascist Sweden 
Party, the xenophobic fanatic Stefan 
Herrmann took the role of the party’s public 
leader. A year later, with the formation of the 
Sweden Democrats, Anders Klarstrém, a for- 
mer NRP thug, was dressed up to chair the 
party. Zeilon satisfied himself with running 
the internal party electoral board, which 
screens candidates for the party executive. 

However, far-right watchers very much 
agree that Leif Zeilon has played a crucial 
role in all of these organisations, both as an 
ideologist and as a strategist. Evidence of his 
“godfather” status is the reverence with 
which he is treated by the whole generation 
of younger nazi and racist activists. Zeilon 
maintains friendly relations with a number of 
them, including key individuals in the terror- 
ist VAM and, reportedly, the Swedish twig of 
the US-based nazi Church of the Creator. 

Zeilon has always believed it important to 
have links with nazis and fascists abroad, 
despite his routine and strenuous denials. 
Proof has emerged recently of the Sweden 
Democrats’ firm connections with numerous 
foreign organisations, including Le Pen’s 
Front National in France and Schénhuber’s 
Republikaner Partei in Germany as well as 
more hardline groupings like the US nazi 
National Alliance. 

Despite his assiduous efforts to keep a low 
profile, Zeilon has, in fact, been very much 
involved in setting up international links 
between Swedish nazis and nazis abroad. If 
he hides it, others let the cat out of the bag. 
For instance, the British National Front rag 
Vanguard helpfully revealed in January 1991 
that the mysterious Zeilon had visited the NF 
and emphasised that he was impressed with 
Vanguard and its pigsty mate The Flag. 

Zeilon’s latest venture is publication of a 
private “cultural” journal called Svearndl 
(Swedish Talk), which features a list of rec- 
ommended nazi ideological house journals, 
including Nouvelle Ecole and Front National 
in France, the antisemitic Spotlight and the 
notoriously racist NAAWP News in the USA, 
Spearhead in Britain and Michael Walker’s 
Third Positionist Scorpion. 

Svearnal functions partly as a semi-official 
Sweden Democrat organ — where certain 
items considered unsuitable for the official 
party press can appear — as a bridge to other 
extreme-right organisations. Among its con- 
tributors are found such VAM activists as 
Erik Rundquist, the Kameradenwerk Korps 
Steiner tourist who was arrested with John 
Christopher Rangne, the leading VAM politi- 
cal soldier, when moving weapons around 
last year. 

An example of the paper’s “cultural” input 
is the reprinting of poems by Carl Enfrid 
Carlberg, the wartime antisemitic guru. 
Svearndl has also given its approval to anti- 
semite Ahmed Rami and his Jew-baiting 
Radio Islam in an effort to help the Holocaust 
denial scene in Sweden. 

Leif Zeilon is perhaps the most important 
manipulator in the Swedish fascist movement 
today. Whether he will await his moment 
before coming into the light is not known. For 
the time being, it seems, he prefers to be the 
biggest rat in the nazi scene’s darkest corner. 


By our European editor 


DENMARK 


Racist scandal brings down government 


A state racist scandal brought down 
Denmark’s liberal-conservative coalition gov- 
ernment at the end of January. The collapse 
came as a result of the disgraceful administra- 
tion of family reunions for Tamil refugees, 
producing a crisis that the international media 
have dubbed “Tamilgate”. 

The scandal that finally toppled the govern- 
ment actually goes back to 1989, when the 
Danish justice ministry decided to give “low 
priority” to a chain of family reunion cases, 
without informing the Tamil applicants or the 
general public. 

When the precise nature of this inhumane 
back-door rejection of family reunion cases 
leaked to parts of the press, the justice min- 
istry excused itself with the astonishing 
claim that there had been “a radical improve- 
ment” in conditions in Sri Lanka, thus 
obviating any need for Sri Lankan Tamil 
refugees in Denmark to be reunified with 
their families. 

The justice ministry’s statements were 
heavily contradicted by independent 
observers of the situation in Sri Lanka. It 
soon became evident that the government had 
conspired to impose an illegal ban on family 
reunions and that key figures like Poul 
Schluter, the prime minister, had assisted in a 
massive cover-up. 

As media clamour and protests from 
refugee organisations and anti-racists intensi- 
fied, the heads of various politicians were 
offered up. The first to go was the justice 
minister, rapidly followed by his successor. 

Meanwhile, parliament decided, against the 
will of the government, to put the matter in 
the hands of the Ombudsman for further 
investigation, a step that was halted by tacti- 
cal counter-moves from Conservatives in the 


EASTERN EUROPE 


Nazi skinheads 
rampage 


Vaclav Havel, president of the Czech 
Republic, was the subject of a massive time- 
wasting exercise by the fascist Republican 
Party during the parliamentary vote on his 
nomination for the presidency at the end of 
January. 

Using filibustering tactics the fascists tried 
to block his election, accusing him, among 
other things, of selling the country to the 
Germans. 

The Republicans, a minority fraction in the 
Czech parliament, have extensive links with 
extreme-right skinheads, who are used as foot 
soldiers for the  party’s anti-Romani 
campaigns. 

However, the boneheads have a wider 
extremist vision and have now turned to vio- 
lence against Jewish targets. On 17 January 
they went into action at a Jewish cemetery in 
Golcuv Jenikov, smashing seven gravestones 
and overturning a further 62. 

In Poland, too, nazi boneheads have been 
on the rampage, daubing with paint a memo- 


ruling coalition, the people who had most to 
hide. 

These manoeuvres only aroused greater 
press and public concern and plunged the 
government deeper into crisis. Eventually, the 


‘secret decisions were submitted to a court 


investigation, led by a conservative judge. 
After a year of delving into the affair, the 
investigation revealed the complicity of the 
government, a large part of the opposition and 
numerous civil servants in violating rules. 

“Tamilgate” has shown the extent to which 
state policies have forced the pace in 
installing restrictive and inhuman refugee and 
immigration policies and how, when chal- 
lenged, the issue becomes one of defending 
the rights of politicians and bureaucrats to 
implement secret policies without any refer- 
ence to the rights of refugees. 

The Danish newspaper /nformation has 
recently exposed Danish state participation in 
secret European-level negotiations aimed at 
creating a joint operation to repatriate Tamil 
refugees. Schluter and members of his former 
government are maintaining a_ stubborn 
silence in this matter. 

The new government, a coalition led by the 
Social Democrats, has taken the administra- 
tion of asylum regulations and refugee ques- 
tions out of the hands of the ministry of jus- 
tice and transferred it to the ministry of inter- 
nal affairs. 

It is partly thanks to the vigilance of anti- 
racist and refugee organisations that the 
explosiveness of this issue has been revealed 
and the sordid manipulation of politicians 
anxious to appease racist voters has been 
unmasked. 


From our Danish correspondent 


Budapest, December 1992 


rial to Jewish victims of the second world war 
in the town of Lomza. 

Meanwhile, the trial has begun in Cracow 
of a group of Polish fascist skinheads accused 
of the brutal killing of a German lorry driver 
in October last year. 

The three accused admitted that the motive 
for their violence, in which two other German 
drivers were beaten and badly injured, was 
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that they did not like 
Germans”. 

An interesting sideline to the case is that 
the half brother of the main defendant, Artur 
Fratczak, was himself beaten to death by a 
gang of neo-nazi skinheads in Liebenau, east- 
ern Germany, on 8 October 1990 — an inci- 
dent that was not reported in the German 
media. 


“foreigners and 


NORWAY 


Nazi jailed for refus- 
ing military service 


Arild Elseveen, Norway’s hard-core racist 
cow-bomber (Searchlight, December 1992), 
got a bit of come-uppance in February when 
he was jailed for three months for assaults on 
anti-racists and police officers. 

At the same time, Michael Knutsen, his fel- 
low but rather brighter fascist and super-patri- 
ot, found himself having problems with the 
Norwegian army and also collected a three- 
month prison term. 

Knutsen’s sentence was handed out for 
refusing to do his military service because his 
security clearance was removed, thus torpe- 
doing his chances of becoming a trainee 
officer. 

The military, it seems, took a dim view of 
the fact that Knutsen faced charges (later 
dropped) for his alleged part in the bombing 
of an Oslo mosque in 1985. 

When told that he could not train to be a 
field marshal but that opportunities remained 
open as a humble private, Knutsen decided 
this was not good enough for him and refused 
to do his military service. As a result, he was 
jailed at the end of January. So another one 
bites the dust. 

In the real world, Norway is getting ready 
for parliamentary elections in 1993 and 
already the race card is being played. The 
main player here is Carl I Hagen’s Progress 
Party which, as we go to press, is struggling 
with a mere 6 per cent of the prospective vote 
and is beginning to look desperate. 

Hagen has tried to whip up anti-immigra- 
tion feelings by describing horror scenarios 
according to which “Norway will be the next 
Yugoslavia if we do not halt immigration 
now.” This style of campaigning worked in 
1987, but now it is not likely to have the same 
impact. 

There is a solid body of Norwegian opinion 
which totally rejects racism and is willing to 
express its determination by action, as indi- 
cated by the big demonstrations against the 
racist leader Arne Myrdal in Oslo and 
Stavanger. 

Anti-nazi awareness is also growing. On 30 
January, the 60th anniversary of the handover 
of power to Adolf Hitler in Germany, more 
than 5,000 people marched through Oslo in a 
demonstration under the slogan “Stop the 
Nazis”. 

Other demonstrations with the same theme 
and slogans in Trondheim, Bergen and 
Kristianssand reflect mounting concern about 
the events in Germany and a refusal to let the 
growth of fascism there be emulated in 
Norway. 


From our Norwegian correspondent 
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s a feature of Searchlight’s 
Ay ivternationa coverage, the 
research department of the 
Center for Democratic Renewal 
presents a regular column on the 
activities of the far right in the 


United States. 


There was barely a peep when President 
Clinton took office in January and promptly 
broke a string of campaign promises. Instead 
of lifting the racist ban on immigration from 
Haiti, he sent the Coast Guard to intercept 
any boats fleeing the military dictatorship. 
Scratch the new programme which guarantees 
access to higher education for poor and work- 
ing class youth. No tax cuts and no real jobs 
programme — the budget deficit is too big. 

But the howl was immediate and deafening 
when Clinton proposed an end to 
the search-and-destroy mission 
against gay men and _ lesbians 
serving in the US military. The 
right-wing racket was amplified 
by thousands of Christian radio 
stations and television networks. 
Direct mail machinery was 
cranked up and millions of letters 
sent. 

Jerry Falwell, whose _ right- 
wing evangelical empire has been 
operating at a deficit since the 
mid-1980s, started a “900” phone 
line to lobby against Clinton’s executive 
order. A popular marketing tool, “900” phone 
lines charge callers by the length of time they 
are on the phone. The fee is then added 
directly to the caller’s monthly telephone 
account. (These lines are widely used by the 
porno industry to sell phone sex.) Within two 
weeks, over 100,000 people had called 
Falwell’s phone line to place their names on a 
petition. The first week of the operation they 
were charged $0.90 a minute. But after the 
calls kept coming in Falwell raised the rate to 
$1.95 a minute. 

At the same time, both Trinity Broadcast 
Network and the USA Radio Network pro- 
grammes urged followers to call or write to 
their Congressional representatives. Lou 
Sheldon’s California-based Coalition for 
Traditional Values reportedly placed anti-gay 
inserts in the Sunday bulletins for 25,000 
churches. Anti-gay issues were so popular 
that Sheldon is considering sponsoring a con- 
stitutional amendment which would mandate 
discrimination against gay men and lesbians. 
Similar amendments will likely be on the 
1994 ballots in Washington state and Idaho, 
where new organisations have sprung up in 
the wake of the far-right Oregon Citizens 
Alliance successes. 

Control of radio and television programmes 
was originally used by Christian evangelicals 
to enlarge their constituency beyond the con- 


Opposition to In 
civil rights 
for gays and 
lesbians has 
primed the 
money pumps 


fines of a single church. Soon thousands of 
churches were knit together in an electronic 
network which transcended denominational 
and geographic boundaries. During the last 
years of the Carter presidency, radio and tele- 
vision allowed right-wing preachers to reach 
millions of people directly in their homes and 
mobilise them into political action. That 
power has been largely dormant as_ the 
Christian right focused its energies on 
Washington DC during the Reagan and Bush 
presidencies. 

Now that the Democrats have total control 
on the Potomac, the right wing is back to 
organising at the local and state level. But this 
time they are following the lead of Pat 
Robertson’s Christian Coalition and building 
strong local organisations. Opposition to civil 
rights for gays and lesbians has primed the 
money pumps and reinvigorated some organi- 
sations. But it is only the opening battle for 
what will become a long war. Soon to follow 
will be issues such as political representation 
for Washington DC, which will almost cer- 
tainly elect African American Senators if it 
becomes a state. Sheldon told the New York 
Times: “This is a train wreck for Clinton and 
there will be more to come.” Much of the 
right-wing fire will be aimed at Clinton and 
liberals, but a surprisingly fierce fight will 

also occur in the ranks of the 

Republican Party. 
California the battle 
between Republicans prompted a 
moderate Republican consultant 
to charge: “these brown shirts are 
not going to convert California 
into some kind of radical extrem- 
ism ... they’re delusional ... and 
they’re deluding poor little old 
ladies who are writing cheques to 
the Pat Robertsons of the world 
because he’s promising them life 
ever after.” 

Beyond the edges of the Christian right are 
poised a collection of mean spirits hoping to 
resurrect the pre-second world war right 
wing. In December they met together under 
the auspices of the John Randolph Club — a 
small group of journalists and academics 
aimed at seizing the intellectual high ground. 
In the February edition of Chronicles, their 
flagship magazine, Tom Fleming argued that 
Italy’s Lombardy League was suitable for 
imitation in the USA. In words that came per- 
ilously close to David Duke’s (but only 
echoed Pat Buchanan’s) Fleming argued: 
“The revolution cannot be made overnight 
and the first step would be the creation of a 
movement devoted to political devolution, 
privatisation, protection of the national inter- 
est in matters of immigration, trade, and for- 
eign policy, and the reassertion of our old cul- 
tural identities as a European and Christian 
nation.” 

In the USA, where recognition is just 
beginning that the country was founded on 
the decimation of the Indian population and 
chattel slavery of Africans, Fleming’s 
remarks should guarantee that his Rockford 
Institute remains a marginal force. In 1992, 
however, it spent over one million dollars — 
not as large a budget as Robertson’s or 
Falwell’s, but enough to guarantee that the 
battle over the next four years will be as nasty 
as it is long. 


REFLEX 
REPORTS 
FRANCE 


Reflex is 


the French 


equivalent of 


Searchlight. It publishes a magazine and 
carries out excellent research and analysis 


of the far right in France. Its staff have a 
strong sense of international cooperation 
and have agreed to exchange articles with 
Searchlight on a regular basis. 


erman-style nazi terror has reached 
Gi== On 24 January this year a 

hostel for African immigrants and 
their children was firebombed at St-Ouen 
l’Aumone, a suburb of Paris, in the middle of 
the night. Another hostel in the same district 
was set alight and two tower blocks on a 
council estate were torched. 

The suburb is one of the main Paris dis- 
tricts for immigrants and poor working-class 
people. Luckily no-one was injured in any 
of the attacks. It is not known who was 
responsible. 

Reports of the firebombings were sup- 
pressed from the newspapers, but Paris was 
awash with rumours in the following days, 
including some gossip that German neo-nazis 
had been visiting Paris the same weekend. 
No-one knows if the two incidents are con- 
nected, but it certainly appears to be more 
than a coincidence. 

Indeed, it has been quite a month here for 
speculation. The main story going around 
town is that a French branch of the NSDAP- 
AO, the German nazi party, has been formed. 
It has yet to be confirmed who is behind this, 
but sources indicate that, again, a German 
visit may have been involved. 

Other rumours doing the rounds concerned 
possible attacks by fascists on the annual anti- 
fascist demonstration in Paris and its planning 
meetings. Some anti-fascist groups received 
telephone threats and razor blades in the post 
prior to the demonstration, but the event itself 
passed off peacefully. 

While it has so far been impossible to 
establish the veracity of the rumours, a whiff 
of something unpleasant is in the air. After 
many quiet months on the fascist scene here, 
the sum of all the talk and recent events indi- 
cates that French fascists are on the move 
again. Time will tell if our analysis proves to 
be correct. 


Demonstration shambles 


The annual Parisian demonstration against 
racism and fascism took place on 6 February. 
Around 30,000 people attended, well down 
on previous years. A group of crypto-fascists 
surreptitiously insinuated themselves into the 
body of demonstrators as the march assem- 
bled, but were soon discouraged from partici- 
pating. Their leaflets, denouncing the “racism 
of the socialists”, were ripped up and thrown 
on a bonfire, and the fascists were forcibly 
shunted out of the area. 

The organisation of the event was a sham- 
bles, particularly as militant anti-fascists 
found themselves relegated to the back of the 
queue, while pride of place was given to the 


Jean-Marie Le Pen, leader of the Front 
National, in electioneering pose, but 
with little hope for success in March 


visiting Anti Nazi League from Britain, 
which astonished many. The militants formed 
themselves into a 2,000-strong cortége and 
constituted the liveliest section. 

The ANL littered the streets with its 
leaflets, stickers and placards, and managed 
to grab newspaper coverage the following 
day, in which it presented itself as the militant 
wing of British anti-fascism, a description 
that belies its track record. 

Despite the problems, it was a good display 
of antipathy towards racist and fascist activity 
in France, with many people lining the route 
to watch the procession and show their 
support. 


FN goes for nazi economics 


We mentioned in December that the Front 
National had done an about turn on its eco- 
nomic programme. We can now give further 
details. 

The FN has switched from supporting a 
free-market ultra-liberal economy to a policy 
that is dangerously close to a national social- 
ist type programme. The main points all 
revolve around the premise that the family is 
the basis of the economy. 

The FN plans to increase the family 
allowance, payable at present just to mothers, 
to the equivalent of the minimum wage and 
also make it payable to fathers under certain 
circumstances. The idea behind this is to 


pay parents for rearing children, thereby 
limiting jobs to non-parents, to control 
unemployment. 

The FN had previously planned to axe 
social security benefits, but would now pay 
them only to (white) French nationals. While 
some privatisation of industry is planned, 
between 40 and 60 per cent of shares would 
be given free to French families. 

The FN also intends to ensure state inter- 
vention to protect French industries and need- 
less to say it is totally opposed to the GATT 
agreements. 


No alliances 


Meanwhile, the FN electoral wagon trundles 
on. The party does not expect to have more 
than two MPs in March. (Marie-France 
Stirbois is the only sitting MP at present.) 
Both the FN and the traditional right have 
made it clear that they will not seek alliances 
with each other this time. 

The Front National is pinning its hopes on 
electoral reform in the future, which would 
enable it to make a better showing in the pres- 
idential elections in 1995. 

Mme Stirbois put in an electoral appear- 
ance at a Paris university, but was booed off 
the platform by students. Le Pen turned up at 
the Sorbonne to participate in a ceremony to 
unveil a monument honouring students. who 
died during the second world war. The sight 
of his retinue of 30-odd sycophantic fascists 
provoked a mini-riot, causing the ceremony 
to be cancelled. 

Le Pen has now backtracked on his attacks 
on the press last November and is making 
overtures to journalists for a fresh start. Some 
hope. 


Day of mourning 


President Mitterrand, who was earlier criti- 
cised over his hypocrisy in laying wreaths on 
the tomb of Marshal Pétain, the Vichy leader 
and collaborator, has finally done the decent 
thing and announced that 16 July will be a 
national day of mourning for the Jews round- 
ed up by the Vichy government. This date is 
the anniversary of the Grant Rafle of Vél 
d’Hiv, when 13,000 Jews were deported from 
Paris to Germany in 1942. 

While this long overdue gesture is to be 
welcomed, cynics have pointed out that 
600,000 Jewish votes in the forthcoming elec- 
tions are worth a lot to a Socialist Party faced 
with certain defeat. There will be an annual 
ceremony at the site of the former stadium 
where the round-up took place and a monu- 
ment is to be erected. 
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@ Who controls it? 


@ Its international network 


The inside story of 
C18 — the nazi 
paramilitary terror 
network in Britain 


@ Who bankrolls it and how? 


After a 12-month investigation, Searchlight will exclusively reveal 
the truth about the gun-toters, fire-raisers, infiltrators and the 
heavy mob who make up C18 and the people who pull the strings. 


A message to C18: If you think your plans to burn out Searchlight and assault its 
staff will stop this publication going ahead, it is too late. Alternative printing 

arrangements have been made in Britain and abroad to make sure this story sees 
the light of day, no matter what happens in the coming weeks. 


@ Crimes committed and 
crimes planned 


@ The command structure 
and the foot-soldiers 


Support anti-nazi trade unionists 


Despite the arrest of Simon Chadwick, 
the sacked former Sheffield civil servant, 
the Department of Employment has 
insisted on disciplining a number of 
trade unionists who campaigned against 
Chadwick’s employment in the Sheffield 
job centre. 

Sally Pearse and Martin Godfrey have 
been demoted and 14 others have 
received written warnings. 

It is completely crazy that the people 
who exposed a nazi criminal working for 
a government department, where he had 
access to confidential information, 
should themselves be penalised. By this 
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Anti-Fascist Action contact addresses 


PO Box 2414, Handsworth, Birmingham, B21 OTZ 


c/o Brighton Unemployed Centre, 6 Tilbury Place, Brighton, Sussex 


Box 13, c/o St Mary's Centre, Corporation Road, Middlesbrough, Cleveland 
c/o The Flying Post, PO Box 185, Exeter, EX4 4EW 


PO Box 88, Rochester, Kent, ME1 1AU 
Box 151, 52 Call Lane, Leeds, LS2 6DT 
c/o Leicester TC, Secular Hall, Humberstone Gate, Leicester 


PO Box 83, South West PDO, Manchester, M20 8WG 


Tyne and Wear Anti-Fascist Association 
4 The Cloth Market, Newcastle upon Tyne, NEI 1EA 
c/o York University Students Union, Goodrich College, York 


logic reporting somebody for robbing a 
bank could result in one’s own arrest. 

As we go to press a number of MPs 
were meeting trade union members and 
officers to formulate a campaign to halt 
the injustice that has been dealt out by 
this government department. 

Searchlight hopes that all its readers, 
especially those who are members of 
trade unions, will send messages of sup- 
port and solidarity, and more importantly 
practical help to those under threat, by 
writing to the CPSA, Assistant Branch 
Secretary, Sheffield A UBO, 112 West 
Street, Sheffield, S1 3SY. 


BM 1734, London, WCIN 3XX 


c/o London AFA 
PO Box 368, Cardiff, CF2 1SQ 


PO Box 70, Derby, DE1 9JW 
PO Box 474, Edinburgh, EH11 


PO Box 797, Glasgow, G1 5JF 
PO Box 245, St Albans, Herts 


- PO Box 110, Liverpool, L69 8DP 


PO Box 73, Norwich, NR1 2EB 
PO Box 179, Nottingham, NG1 3AG 


Major security alert 


A series of phoney documents currently 
circulating among anti-fascists is 
believed to be the work of agents provo- 
cateurs and a number of people working 
hand in glove with fascists. 

Some people who have been the victim 
of threats from C18 have received a doc- 
ument, headed with a skull and cross- 
bones, offering them the chance to retali- 
ate. It lists what are allegedly addresses 
of and information on members of C18, 
the British National Party and other far- 
right organisations. 

The document ends by informing vic- 
tims, some of whom are Jewish, that 
their names, addresses and telephone 
numbers had been passed to the nazis by 
Gerry Gable and Searchlight. 

A second document, which lists more 
than 100 names and addresses, also does 
not stand up to scrutiny. A cursory 
perusal by Searchlight revealed genuine 
names of fascists with wrong addresses, 
wrong names with non-existent address- 
es and incorrect information. 

The small number of accurate details 
concerned fascists whom we know to be 
acutely disliked within their own organi- 
sations. They were clearly being set up 
for an uncertain fate. 

In most cases the documents can be 
traced back into quasi-anarchist circles, 
where at least one key figure has a long 
history and, we believe, an ongoing asso- 
ciation with people who now pull some 
of the strings of C18. 

Those behind the documents evidently 

have three aims. The first is to provoke 
victims of C18 into hitting back, thereby 
damaging the anti-fascist movement. 
This we strongly caution against. The 
second is to create a smokescreen for the 
continuing activities of the criminals of 
C18. The final aim is along the way to 
smear Searchlight, the only organisation 
that is doing any damage to these nazi 
terrorists. 
@ A number of anti-fascist organisations 
around the country have been receiving 
questionnaires to complete and return to 
someone claiming to be doing academic 
research. The person may be absolutely 
genuine, but is it worth the risk? 
Searchlight pulled such a scam on the 
NF in the 1970s, which brought in hun- 
dreds of names, addresses and details 
of its membership in the Midlands. 


NOTICES 


Bowling club member. Please make contact. 
We have photos for you to identify. Let’s 
repeat the success of last time. 


Polo player. Thanks for making contact. The 
third digit of the sixth number we gave you 
was incorrect. It should have been a seven. 
Chris the postman. Please contact us. We 
may be able to help you safeguard your job. 


